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Our Missionaries in Wartime 


By George Drach 


Prope have been asking us about our missionaries overseas ever since 
war with Japan began after the attack on Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941. 
Communications with our missionaries in Japan and China have ceased; 
and with those in India they have become intermittent and irregular. We 
are now sending all letters to India, Africa, and South America by airmail, 
the only sure way of having them reach their destination. But some surface 
mail and printed matter from India have reached us during the past months. 
Money for the missionaries and their work has been transmitted monthly 
up to the present to India, Liberia, Argentina, and British Guiana. Nothing 
has been, or could be, sent to Japan and China; but for the present fiscal 
year to July 1, 1942, whatever money has been appropriated for our mis- 
sionaries and missions in China and Japan, has been laid aside for them, to 
be sent when it becomes possible to do so. To forestall any possible dif- 
ficulties, the Board of Foreign Missions is going to make remittances to 
India and Liberia two months in advance; and larger consignments of 


needed food for our missionaries are 
being purchased to be shipped to 
Liberia as transportation facilities be- 
come available. 


JAPAN 

We have had no direct word from our 
three missionaries in Japan, Dr. A. J. 
Stirewalt and Dr. and Mrs. Charles 
Hepner; but what we have heard in a 
round-about way leads us to think that 
they are well and kindly treated, but 
confined to their homes. 

We have learned of a cablegram sent 
by Dr. Stirewalt to his daughter in 
Charleston, S. C., transmitted through 
Berne, Switzerland, and the State De- 
partment in Washington, reading as 
follows: .“IN USUAL HEALTH AND 
COMFORTABLE AT HOME.” 

We learned through the East Asia 
Committee, Foreign Missions Con- 
ference of North America, that mis- 
sionaries of other churches in Japan 
have in one way or another cabled as- 
surances of their safety and compara- 
tive comfort; but satisfactory details 
are lacking. Some hope is being held 
out that eventually Americans in Japan 
may be released and returned in ex- 
change for Japanese in America; but 
there is no certainty about such an ex- 
change including missionaries as well 
as government officials and their staffs. 

If our missionaries in Japan are in- 
terned, the government of Japan is 
under obligation to provide sufficient 
food as well as shelter for them. If 
they are confined in their homes, with- 
out doubt the Lutheran Church in 
Japan will provide for them. There- 
fore we are not apprehensive about 
their well-being. But their activity as 
missionaries certainly has ceased. All 
property of our Japan Mission had 
been transferred to the Lutheran 
Church in Japan before the outbreak 
of the war. 


CHINA 

We have had no communication with 
our missionaries in the Shantung Prov- 
ince of China. They include the Rev. 
and Mrs. C. H. Reinbrecht and two 
children; the Rev. and Mrs. M. D. 
Shutters; the Rev. Dr. L. Grady 
Cooper, and the following single women 
missionaries: Lydia Reich, Mae Rohlfs, 
Erva Moody, Clara Sullivan, Catherine 
Stirewalt. We feel that we are not far 
wrong when we surmise that all of 
them have been detained at the Lu- 
theran Hospital and perhaps the Bible 
Training School in Tsingtao, and that 
the hospital is allowed to function un- 
der Japanese supervision. We believe, 
furthermore, that the presence of the 
Rev. and Mrs. Theodore Scholz, Mrs. 
W. Matzat and Miss Frieda Strecker, 
who are not Americans but have served 
in our China field as our missionaries 
since 1925, assures our American mis- 
sionaries of adequate support and good 
treatment. There ought to have been 
enough money in their hands to pro- 
vide for them all for quite a while, and 
we may be sure that the Chinese Chris- 
tians also will do what they can, not 
only for the missionaries but for the 
work of the mission, though drastic 
curtailment is inevitable. We even hope 
that a way will be found by our gov- 
ernment to effect an exchange of 
Americans, including missionaries, in 
occupied China, and Japanese in 
America. 


INDIA: 

Missionaries on furlough from India 
cannot return to the field, and mis- 
sionaries in India whose furloughs are 
due cannot return to America. The 
rules concerning furloughs, therefore, 
are not now effective. As a conse- 
quence all missionaries in India will 

(Continued on page 22) 
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Wir reference to this 
2resent world and the 
earthly lives of its people, 
he threat of approaching 
lisaster has become terrify- 
ngly near. Not since the 
Mohammedan invasion has 
the Christian been so def- 
nitely challenged by non- 
Christian foes. Everywhere 
xeople in despair are of the 
nind of Peter in the storm- 
‘ossed ship. We are crying, 
‘Lord, save us: we perish.” 


But in the shrinking con- 
templation of this desperate 
peril, it is important to re- 
member that such appeals to 
1 loving God are surely heard. Jesus calmed the sea and 
the boat came safely to its harbor. Similar rescues have 
xecurred whenever those caught in sin-caused storms 
of adversity have appealed for His protection. That 
very familiar psalm which begins, “God is our refuge 
and strength, a very present help in trouble,” was un- 
Joubtedly written by one almost overwhelmed by foes 
of body, soul, and estate, who learned not to fear. Paul’s 
‘etters reveal his anxiety lest, having preached to others, 
he himself should become a castaway. But we have his 
inal cry of triumph, “I have fought a good fight.” Jesus 
Himself, though the Son of God and therefore sustained 
fo an infinite degree by the attributes of His divine 
nature, bore witness to the enormous pressure upon Him 
m His resistance to the sin of the world. 

To possess consciously this ultimate victory, one often 

an experience resembling an escape. The powers 


co 


of destruction are not subdued, but left behind. The 
ruthless attacks of evil continue, but their power to 
seduce is destroyed. Instead of the baffling turmoil, the 
child of God by the mystery of grace in his soul seems 
to mount into a realm where a light of celestial origin 
renders defeats invisible; the experience of communion 
with God lifts the believer out of the abyss of wicked- 
ness. One images a marvelous uplift or discerns a tri- 
umphant rescue, whereby there is abandonment of the 
noise and confusion that are inevitably in human life, 
but from which there is a way of escape, which has been 
found. 

THE LUTHERAN urges its readers to seek this refuge, 
this mighty fortress, this abode where our Lord is. Be 
sure it is attainable. Men and women everywhere and 
in every time since Christ revealed the Kingdom of God 
in our midst, have found rest and safety for themselves. 
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ne Chie in the News | 


Troubles of the Witnesses 

THE recent death of Judge Rutherford (‘Millions 
Now Living Will Never Die”) has solved one court 
problem. That is the $150,000 libel suit brought by the 
“Judge” against the Knights of Columbus and other 
Catholic organizations in Colorado, which he charged 
with opposing a radio broadcast made by him in 1938. 
The Colorado Supreme Court has dismissed the case. 

But many other court problems still remain unsolved 
for the judge’s faithful followers, members of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses. Most of the problems arise because of the 
Witnesses’ uncompromising refusal to salute the flag. 

An eight-year-old girl in Concord, N. H., was recently 
barred from school until she consents to salute, and to re- 
peat the oath of allegiance. Her 
mother explained to the school 
superintendent that she and 
her daughter, as members of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, cannot do 
these things. 

In Carbondale, Pa., a four- 
“Wie, teen-year-old girl was removed 


X ) from her classroom for the 

NS SP same reason, protesting that 

) the flag salute is contrary to 

Bek the teachings of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses. 

In Tulsa, Okla., twenty-six children, members of Wit- 
ness families, have been suspended from the public 
school for flag salute refusal. 

Two men working for the Hatfield Wire and Cable 
Co. in Hillside, N. J., were recently discharged because 
their fellow employees refused to work with them after 
they failed to salute at a flag-raising ceremony. 

The case of another Witness, Walter Chaplinsky, soon 
comes before the United States Supreme Court, in a 
test of a New Hampshire statute against calling people 
names. Chaplinsky is alleged to have called a constable 
a “fascist and racketeer.” 


Forward Under Fire 

EPISCOPALIANS seem to be advancing toward approval 
of the joint ordination plan, in spite of heavy opposition. 
The plan provides for ordination by both Episcopal and 
Presbyterian authorities of all candidates for the min- 
istry of either church. Eventually, if the plan is adopted, 
the churches could be merged because their ministry 
would already be theoretically merged. 

A convention of the Episcopal diocese of Michigan 
voted on January 29 to approve in principle the pro- 
posed agreement for joint ordination. 

The Living Church, commonly considered representa- 
tive of Anglo-Catholic sentiment within the Episcopal 
Church, endorses the joint ordination plan. “We shall 
never make any progress (toward church unity) if we 
adopt the motto, ‘No appeasement,” says the Living 
Church. 

“The Presbyterians are not aggressors, trying to rob 
us of our Catholic heritage. They are Christians, trying 
with us to find a way of carrying forward the Kingdom 
of God in a world that needs the Christian religion as 
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never before. ... The Joint Ordination plan is a step 
in the right direction.” 

Opponents of the plan say it involves abolition of the 
historic order of deacons, approves ordination of per- 
sons who have never been confirmed by a bishop, and 
creates a double standard of faith. Twenty-two Anglo- 
Catholic organizations of the Episcopal Church spon- 
sored a memorial to the House of Bishops asking rejec- 
tion of the plan. 


New Kind of Objector 

REFUSAL to buy a federal use stamp for his automo-_ 
bile is a matter of conscience with the Rev. Ashton B. 
Jones, he told Assistant U. S. Attorney Richard J. Burke 
in New York. 

Although Mr. Jones, a free-lance crusader for world 
peace, offered himself for arrest, saying that he “cannot 
obey a law which is a violation of Christian conscience,” 
no charges have yet been prepared against him. 


American Lutheran Success 

Tue American Lutheran Church has received in full” 
the amount of its 1941 budget, $780,500. This is a gain of 
$146,000 since 1937. Confirmed membership of the 
American Church is about 400,000. It 

Subscriptions to the two weekly papers (English and i 
German) of the American Church, received in the an-| 
nual campaign, total 33,651. y 

In 1939 there were 716 American Church leaders who!t 
secured certificates for completing training courses. Last, 
year there were 2,346, reports the Lutheran Standard. — 
Most ambitious area seems to be Texas, for more than . 
a quarter of the certificates went there. 


heb 


Helpful Friends 

Non-MEtHoptsts contribute each year 70 per cent of . 
the $3,000,000 given for support of Methodist philan- 
thropic institutions, according to an official report of | 
the board of Methodist Hospitals and Homes. 

There are eighty-two of these hospitals, forty-nine 
homes for children, forty-six homes for the aged, and ~ 
twenty-four homes for young business people. ht 

Total investments in these institutions is $130,000,000, ~ 
end permanent endowments $24,500,000. Yearly operat- 7 
ing expenses amount to $20,000,000. 
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God Is Our Leader 

THE Norwegian Church stands firm in its opposition 
to Nazi dominance, states the Swedish paper, Dagens 
Nyheter. “The whole Norwegian people support the 
Church in what would once have been an unbelievable 
degree,” declares this paper. With Bishop Berggrav at 
their head, Norwegian Christians stand unfalteringly 
end will maintain right, righteousness, and the priv- 
ileges of the Church to the last breath. 

A report from London, via Religious News Service: 
states that Nazi orders to Norwegian clergymen will ne 
longer be issued through the bishops but by the Quis- 
lingite Department of Ecclesiastical Affairs direct to the 
ministers themselves. 
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IN THE WORLD'S EYE 


By Jutius F. SEEBACH 


Since We Are all being called upon to be “blackout” 
vonscious, there is perhaps reason to see more than a 
zovelty in the “blackout bulb” developed to meet Eng- 
and’s necessities. This device, first commended to our 
gublic for “permitting photographs in complete dark- 
sess without any flash,’ would make unnecessary the 
ase of blackout paper and awkward frames for windows, 
and other methods for obscuring the view from outside. 
Of course it would put an end to reading during a pos- 
sible bombing; but who would do that anyway? The 
light given by the bulb is said to be “a faint orange 
glow” in pitch darkness. However, S. G. Hibben, a 
New Jersey electrical engineer, has something better to 
offer. He says that infra-red lamps, now widely used in 
industry to dry paint quickly, may soon be put to a 
larger domestic use—to dry hair, dry wash on a rainy 
jay, expedite cooking without the betraying shine of 
fre, and even act as a blanket for wintry nights. Fitted 
with lenses to absorb all visible rays without destroying 
its infra-red properties, it would not interfere with sleep, 
snd would at the same time “substitute for one or more 
layers of blankets on winter nights.” In that way one 
sould have all the comforts of home in any blackout, 
that is, if we would bother with hair-drying, washing, 
ooking and sleeping through a visitation of bombs. 


Industrial Difficulties are indicated for Germany as 
wiginating outside her borders. A report appearing in 
the well-informed Swiss radical journal, Newe Zuercher 
Zeitung, states that 30,000 fewer miners are working in 
Belgian and French mines than last year. The let-down 
is due in part to British air raids, somewhat more to 
sabotage, but mostly to the effects of insufficient food. 
The same let-down is true of the textile industry in 
Belgium, and for the same reasons. More than half of 
the 32 large textile plants operating last July are now 
shut down; 59 smaller factories have not been working 
since October because of lack of coal, and many have 
been added to that number since. Inasmuch as Germany 
has regularly commandeered the coal for her own uses, 
and has likewise been responsible for the inadequate 
food supply, the growing shortages of coal and cloth in 
Germany seem to be doubly her own fault. 


Malaria-plagued India has a very particular worry 
over the threatened occupation of Java by the Japanese. 
Of course, the inhabitants of India are concerned about 
the possible invasion of their territory; but they fear that 
the cutting off of the Javanese quinine supply will cause 
more shakes than the invasion. India once largely cul- 
tivated its own cinchona supply, but the industry de- 
clined before the Javanese world monopoly with its bet- 
ter preparation, superior quality and cheaper prices. 
Today India produces only 70,000 pounds of cinchona 
yearly, though its annual use exceeds 1,000,000 pounds. 
The threatening situation has already given an impetus 
to cinchona production in India, but an adequate sup- 
ply will take a few years. To meet the immediate need, 
| er, the use of powdered cinchona bark instead 

the derived form of quinine is being urged as both 


quicker to prepare and possibly just as serviceable. 
Whatever her fate in this crisis, India will still have a 
bad taste in her mouth. 


The Difficulty of dealing with conquered people had 
an exciting illustration in miniature recently on a Jap- 
anese vessel. A chartered freighter, loaded with 4,000 
tons of coal for Yokohama, and in charge of Japanese 
officers, was within twenty miles of the Japanese coast 
when Pearl Harbor was attacked. The radio operator 
on board who caught the report was a Russian. Instead 
of carrying the news to the captain, he disclosed it to 
the crew, which consisted of Russian, Chinese and Dutch 
sailors. The crew promptly overcame the officers, took 
charge of the vessel themselves, and sought a safe port. 
After a rough voyage, made worse by the failure of their 
food supply, the vessel was brought securely to a 
U. S. A. port (naturally unnamed), and the crew re- 
ceived “a hero’s welcome.” 


The British Broadcasting Corporation might well pose 
as the modern Tower of Babel. Throughout the hours 
of every day messages are being sent out in 35 different 
languages, sometimes more. These give voice to the 
various governments-in-exile located for the time being 
in Britain, to other language groups, and through them 
the messages are directed toward many linguistic cen- 
ters of political importance all over the world. Each 
national section is free to choose the news it considers 
most important for its nations to hear, and can govern 
the form it should take before the prepared texts are 
translated into English for the final editing. This pro- 
cess not only guards against the escape of news that 
might be valuable to the enemy, but also provides ad- 
ditional news facilities to groups that might not know 
the language of the original production. The various 
groups have developed highly original sketches whose 
characters present witty and devastating correctives to 
the propaganda prepared for the occupied countries by 
their conqueror. 


In the Midst of all the flurry occasioned by participa- 
tion in an “All-American” Pact and anti-Axis prepara- 
tions, Peru is finding time to celebrate early this year 
the 400th anniversary of the first voyage by a white 


-man down the length of the Amazon River. Doubtless 


the Peruvians will get more unalloyed pleasure and sat- 
isfaction from extolling the achievements of Francisco 
Orellana than from its gestures of defiance toward the 
Axis. That Spanish adventurer who, starting from 
Iquitos early in 1542, successfully navigated the 2,300- 
mile course of the Amazon to the Atlantic Ocean, has 
given Peru a hero to cherish. Peru is marking the tri- 
umph by erecting a monument to Orellana at Iquitos, 
still existing as a Peruvian city, and by an Exposition 
at Lima to display the products of the territory border- 
ing the Amazon. Americans are invited to attend, and 
motorists are promised the pleasure of a fine highway 
from Lima to the headwaters of the Amazon, of which 
only a 20-mile strip remains unfinished. 


Meeting Their Budget 


Mr. E. L. Bowman Receives 
Check for Missions in the 
Home Land 


“A uiTtLE child shall lead 
them.” On January 17, 1942, 
this was literally true. On this 
date a little group of about forty 
people representing practically 


The Children of the Church Lead in 


By S. White Rhyne 


oa 
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Dr. George Drach Accepts Check 
for Missions Abroad 


(Left) Dr. Rudisill and Dr. 
Wickey Accept Children’s 
Check to Aid in Education 


| 
| 
| 
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all the activities of the United Lutheran Church in Church; Dr. George Drach represented the Board of | 
America gathered in a service of thanksgiving. While Foreign Missions; Mr. Ellwood L. Bowman, the Board | 
the number of worshipers was small, the activities which of American Missions; Dr. G. H. Bechtold, the Board © 
they represented covered practically the whole Church. of Social Missions; Dr. William A. Wade, the Board of | 
Dr. W. H. Greever, secretary of the United Lutheran Deaconess Work; Mr. Harry Hodges, the Board of Min- | 
Church, was present representing the officers of the  isterial Pensions and Relief; Dr. Gould Wickey, the | 
Board of Education; Dr. Earl S. Rudisill, ” 


- 


cor 


The Children Give to Extend the Children 
of the Church 


the Parish and Church School Board; and ~ 


a little child, the Children of the Church. 
All the other members of the staff of the 


Parish and Church School Board, several | 


members of the staff of the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society, a few synodical secre- 
taries of the Children of the Church, a 
limited number of invited guests, and 
eleven little children were present. 

The most important group present was 


the children. The service was arranged | 


to give thanks for the offerings received 
from the Children of the Church, and to 
present these offerings to the United Lu- 
theran Church in America, and through 


it to the various Boards for the extension — 


of the causes which they serve. Mrs. 
Mabel B. Fenner, in charge of the Chil- 
dren of the Church, made the announce- 
ments. The Rev. Theodore K. Finck, 
editor of the literature for the Children 
of the Church, conducted the service and 
spoke briefly. A personal message from 
Dr. W. C. Schaeffer, president of the Par- 
ish and Church School Board, was read. 
Then came the presentation of funds. 
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JDGET ASSUMED FOR THE YEAR 1941 
d nine village chapels in India—through the 


BEL FOLEILT, MISSIONS ......-..seccsscsssterecsscssinssresetnsesesnee $2,300 
ild the parsonage for the new mission in Sitka, 
ska—through the Board of American Missions 2,300 
; eearte to the library fund for our two Mother- 
s—through the Board of Deaconess Work........ 300 
op six dependent children—through the Board 
9 Ministerial Pensions and Relief. 300 
lp to train pastors in Saskatoon Seminary, Canada 
through the Board of Education wi..:cccsucsnmnemue 300 
sist with the work for the deaf and blind—through 
the Board of Social Missions......00...0.0c0ccuennnnnn 300 
rovide a helpful leaflet for our homes—through the 
Parish vipiel (Giowunacln, Sfelevovel WO Stor: hae eae 200 
ip our churches start and carry on the Children 
NN ELE SE a cecieesencecctnesencrirctereneesienne 6,000 
OMEN) a ani ee $12,000 


December 31, 1941, the treasurer’s books were closed, 
nd the children had given just exactly $12,034.47. Truly 
he giving of the children overflows. While the United 


The Children Give to Serve: Dr. Wade Accepts Check for Deaconess Work, 
Mr. Harry Hodges for Ministerial Pensions and Relief, 


Dr. Bechtold for Social Missions 


utheran Church in America is making desperate ef- 
irts to raise about 60 per cent of its income objective, 
ie children quietly give more than 100 per cent of 
leirs. Since December 31 more than $1,300 has been 
ceived, which very likely was really given by the chil- 
ren in 1941; but because the books were closed the 
urty-first will be applied on 1942 receipts. 


ECEIPTS FROM THE CHILDREN BY SYNODS 


Total 1941 January 1942 
$71.83 25.7 
159.63 aie sail 

2,479.79 291.18 
69.59 47.47 
LTA sie ES hice cake 
458.65 61.69 
io) Si ae 
106.30 27.13 
116.74 81.59 

Si! ou kh a a ees 
ats 


Maryland 200.85 
NE CHICRI Mt etre a attorney wk LOLOL. oe Ok. aide 
Midwest 30.37 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania ........ AS21077 92.85 
Mississippi ...... “de lalb eho tects ln Men Misi are ee 
Nebraska 155.42 20.00 
New York ............. 438.13 94.15 
North Carolina 1,505.46 
Northwest Bl OroO Me eis Scotia 
Nova Scotia ... 2ielo 28.50 
ON aUre A AMY hee 640.44 
Pacthies 223..0. 12.93 
Pittsburgh 696.00 
RockyeMountain! wiccsaeccs ciao 60.39 
SGC OTT MR A Oe cere tat aes ll eat 
South Carolina . 849.32 ae 
NRESCE Serer et hc cet naat cratic estas 69.19 24.33 
IVE STI eee eee ee ea: Gate: 240.36 235.56 
WeGtOUrs sata 6.12 7.00 
West Virginia ... es 32.57 40.07 
A Guifeah ove’ Rad Fev a6 biueeeae: ene ce earn te 5.00 8.00 
TO PATS Mies woh ww. $12,034.47 $1,322.07 


At the service of thanksgiving and pres- 
entation a simple little arrangement at- 
tempted to symbolize the giving of the 
children. Mrs. Fenner, acting for the 
Children of the Church, gave a check to 
each of eight children, acting for the 
children of the church. Each child in turn 
presented his check to Dr. Greever, act- 
ing for the Church, and Dr. Greever 
passed on the checks to the representa- 
tive of the proper Board to be used in the 
promotion of the cause for which the chil- 
dren had given their gifts. A group of 
little children received the check for the 
funds which had been used in promoting 
the work with the Children of the Church. 

All through the year the secretaries of 
the Children of the Church in the local 
congregations had been telling their chil- 
dren of building chapels in India, of build- 
ing a parsonage in far away Sitka, Alaska, 
of helping to minister to the deaf and 
blind, of buying books for the libraries of 
our two deaconess motherhouses, of taking part in edu- 
cating pastors in Canada, of furnishing some aid for a 
great many children of deceased pastors, of providing a 
little leaflet to help their own parents live better Chris- 
tian lives, and of extending and developing the Children 
of the Church work. These local secretaries have been 
teaching lessons to their children in the very fundamen- 
tals of Christian stewardship and a great deal of the 
success of this great project is due to them. 

At the same time synodical and conference secretaries 
and treasurers of the Children of the Church all over 
the Church have been giving of their time and effort 
to encourage this part of the work as well as all the 
rest. Their efforts have been fruitful. 

But the children themselves must not be forgotten. 
Through the offerings in their weekly meetings, and 
through the Children of the Church Festival boxes, the 
children have poured their gifts into the great causes of 
the Church. Their giving is usually out of a deeper love 


(Continued on page 23) 


They Had No Wine 


Mission Experience the Background 


for a Missionary Plea 


By JOHN ScHMIEDER, Kitchener, Canada 


For many years the church through its Home Mission 
Boards has sustained rural congregations, not only in 
the United States but especially in the Dominion of 
Canada. From time to time careful consideration has 
been given to the problem of retaining pastors in these 
isolated fields, but as yet no permanent solution has 
been found. 

In January of this year the Mission Committee of the 
Canada Synod asked the Rev. Dr. John Schmieder, a 
member of the Board of American Missions, to visit one 
of these vacant fields in Ontario. Portions of his report 
on this visit and of the sermon which he preached to 
his great congregation in Kitchener the following Sun- 
day deserve the widest possible publicity. 


Travel Difficult 

Writing to the Staff of the Board of American Mis- 
sions Dr. Schmieder not only tells of snow and cold 
equal to that which causes such great suffering in the 
conflict in the old world, but also sends photographs of 
the difficulties of transportation and the necessity of 
securing additional power to that of the automobile 
where the old-fashioned team of horses played an im- 
portant part in reaching the church. Incidentally, no 
difficulty was encountered in deciding where to hang 
their heavy outer garments during the service in the 
little church, since there was only one logical place, and 
that was on the backs of the wearers. Feeling, however, 
that the snapshots of the trip might not convey what 
forty degrees below zero means, Dr. Schmieder relates 
that the cold was such that it cracked the plastic mate- 
rial in the instrument panel on his car. 

Standing in the high pulpit in his large and comfort- 
able church the following Sunday, and contrasting it 
with the bleakness and the cold of the little country 
chapel, he preached a sermon on the Gospel for the day 
from which the home mission paragraphs are quoted 
as appropriate for the month in which the home mission 
cause is being emphasized. 


The Mother Was There 

At the marriage feast of Cana it was the mother of 
Jesus who first noticed that they wanted wine. Her 
sympathy was immediately aroused. The generous im- 
pulse of her heart told her that somebody must do some- 
thing. She herself was unable to do much; but, like that 
other Mary in the Gospels, she did what she could, and 
by her intervention set in motion a whole train of 
events which brought about, at the proper time, a relief 
action as complete as it was miraculous. 

Her word to Jesus, “They have no wine,” was a word 
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of tender solicitude and concern for the needs of others. 
We love Mary because of that word. It shows us that 
Mary had a heart, the kind of heart the church must 
have if the way is to be prepared so that the Lord Jesus _ 
Christ may bless the people with the wine of salvation, | 
the Word and Sacraments which they need. . 

This need as it exists, especially among our scattered | 
fellow believers in home mission areas on the fringes of 
civilization, was impressed upon your pastor just one | 
week ago in a striking manner. As you all know, I was | 
up north last Sunday preaching to our mission congre- | 
gation at Maynooth, which is now without a pastor. For 
the convenience of their members—some of whom come. 
a long way over side roads which had to be snow-| 
shoveled for travel—the service was not held until three | 
o’clock in the afternoon. And when that was over and | 
the congregational meeting which followed also had been — 
adjourned, a lumberjack came to me with the plea that — 
I visit his sick and aged father, a pioneer in that district, | 
who desired to receive the Lord’s Supper. 


Sacramentally Unprepared 

There were communion vessels available belonging to 
the church, and in the absence of wafers ordinary bread. 
could and would have been used as a matter of course. | 
But alas—they had no wine. When the request was 
made, we were standing in the snow outside the church 
surrounded by a group of men and women, and we in- 
quired of them whether any could supply the missing ~ 
element. But none could. There followed an embarrass- 
ing silence. There could be sensed in that little group, 
huddled under the shadow of the snow-laden pines, the ~ 
same atmosphere of perplexity that prevailed at Cana ~ 
when the mother of Jesus intervened to say, “They have | 
no wine.” ; hy 

Thus this word of Mary becomes a home mission text, 
arousing our sympathy for those in spiritual need and’ 
calling on us to enlist for the defense of the Church’s 
far flung battle lines. 

The wine—the lack of which distressed us—is in itself 
of little moment except as it opens our frost-bitten eyes. 
to see the greater need of which it is but a token: the 
crying need for the Bread of Life, for the regular preach- 
ing of the Gospel, for a pastor who shall baptize the 
infants born to this isolated flock, instruct their children 
in Sunday school, instruct their youth in confirmation 
classes, invite the faithful to come to the Lord’s table, 
visit the homes of the sick, comfort the bereaved, and 
be to these people in good and evil days a true shepherd 
and soul’s counselor. 

These people are worthy of the fellowship of our af- 


lection. They are our countrymen. They are bending 
their backs just now to tasks vital to our wartime econ- 


ited them a week ago. Theirs is a cold climate. But 
winter is the time when timber must be cut. Millions of 
eet are brought out of this area each spring to be sawed 
nto lumber, which has become a precious defense mate- 
vial. Here, despite the intense cold, members of our 
mission congregation are toiling feverishly to complete 
such projects as national defense makes imperative. 


Fellow Countrymen 

As if that were not enough to prove that here is a 
branch of our people’s family tree which cannot be 
“neglected without detriment to the whole, this small 
congregation has already sent six of its hardiest young 
_men overseas in defense of the realm. 

But it is not chiefly because they are our countrymen 
that these people claim a place in our hearts. They are 
our fellow believers. They are our brethren in Christ. 

“Let us do good unto all men,” says the apostle, “but 
especially unto them who are of the household of faith.” 
They love their white frame church. They had the tim- 
ber, and they built it without assistance a little more 
than four decades ago. They fashioned its pine shingles 

so thick and with butts so heavy that they have with- 
stood the weather for forty years. They still love their 
church. A week ago fifty-two members came on a cold 

Sunday through the drifting snow to worship there; and 

after the service all remained for the congregational 
meeting, when they decided unanimously to ask the 

Board of American Missions to give them a pastor of 

their own instead of trying to supply them from Den- 
bigh, sixty miles to the south. 

Finally this mission station is worthy of our atten- 
tion because in its immediate vicinity there are several 
lumber camps that are manned almost entirely by Lu- 
theran Finns, who work in the bush all week, whose 
homes, if they have any other, are far away and whose 
only recreation center is the tavern in the village of 
Maynooth. Yet these men have souls that long for the 
lifegiving wine of salvation which the Church has to 
offer and could offer, if only there were a missionary 
on the field to do so in Christ’s name. 

In speaking of the home mission enterprise of our 
church, we have focused our attention on one isolated 
station and touched upon some of its needs and oppor- 
tunities, for who is able to grasp with one sweep of the 
eye the whole far flung battle line embracing 600 groups 
just like this? Each and every one of these mission 
congregations is a shining star on the map of civilization, 
2 base of religion guarding on our behalf the life lines 
of Christ’s Church. 


Poreign Missions Conference 


The Evangelical Messenger in its issue of February 14, 
under the signature of Dr. W. L. Bollman, secretary- 
treasurer, carries the following descriptive paragraph 
concerning this agency of co-operation created by the 
Boards of Foreign Missions of Protestant denominations. 
Among them is our U. L. C. A. Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions. We quote: 

“The Foreign Missions Conference of North America 
met in Trenton, N. J., January 12 to 15, to plan co- 
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operative projects both in the United States and over- 
seas and to counsel together on mutual interests in the 
carrying on of the Christian task. Three hundred forty 
delegates represented the 123 mission boards and 
agencies that comprise this conference. Practically all 
the major boards of the Protestant churches of Canada 
and the United States were represented. In 1940, these 
agencies spent $20,515,000 in missionary service over- 
seas. 

“Showing something of the extent of this missionary 
enterprise, it was noted that of the twenty million dollar 
total, $4,526,000 was spent in India, Burma and Ceylon; 
$3,656,000 in China; $2,212,000 in Latin America; and 
$2,122,000 in Africa. 

“Dr. Emory Ross, general secretary, reported to the 
conference that, despite the withdrawals of hundreds of 
American missionaries from the war zones of Asia dur- 
ing the recent months, some 1,454 American missionaries 
still remain in these Pacific outposts. Of the total, the 
largest number are in the sections of China occupied by 
Japanese troops—754; 430 are in the besieged Philippine 
Islands, 68 in Japan proper, 21 in Korea, three in Man- 
churia, 43 in Indo-China, 45 in Thailand, 52 in Malaya, 
38 in the Netherlands East Indies, mostly in Java and 
Sumatra. Of the total, 231 are children of missionary 
parents. In addition to all these, thirty Canadians are 
in the same areas. 

“The relief agencies recommended for support through 
denominational channels include: Church Committee for 
China Relief, Central Bureau for European Relief, 
American Friends Service Committee, International 
Missionary Council, War Prisoners Aid of the Y. M. 
C. A., Y. W. C. A., War Emergency Committee, the 
American Bible Society, and the American Committee 
for Christian Refugees.” 


Time Out, but Not Too Much 


SamueEt L. Linpsay in The Watchman-Examiner for 
February 12 wrote an article about “The Bulwarks of 
the American Commonwealth.” He names four needed 
“defenses”—namely, Liberty, Universal Suffrage, Pop- 
ular Education, and Religious Tolerance. Concerning 
the first, he says: 


“One of the needs of our day is that we take time to 
interpret to each other what liberty means. There is no 
word more freely used, and none less understood by 
certain groups in our nation. There are those who think 
liberty means freedom from moral restraint, like the 
men Myles-Standish arrested at Merry Mount in the 
days of the Pilgrim fathers. There are others who be- 
lieve it means freedom from all legal restraint that seeks 
to protect the many from the greed of the few. 

“Liberty is best loved by those who have lost it, and 
least appreciated by those who possess it. It is least 
understood by those who have it, and best defined by 
those deprived of it. As we study other nations, we can 
see the conflict between dictatorship and democracy. 
Under a dictator, a nation progressively loses its liberty. 

“The condition of people living under dictators reveals 
to us the meaning of liberty. Liberty is the spirit which 
demands that men respect the rights of each other in all 
their activities. It demands that the individual respect 
the rights of the group, and that the group respect the 
rights of the individual. It insists that we allow the law 
to settle all disputes, but demands that the law settle all 
disputes rapidly and righteously. Liberty is man’s herit- 
age from heaven, and only as he possesses it does he 
enjoy his divine birthright.” 
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Covetous of More Resources 


The Board of Education Plans Long Term Program, and Lutheran Testimony 
By Secretary GOULD WICKEY 


In the tense atmosphere of Washington, the Board of 
Education, including the committees, met January 26-28. 
According to policy, its committees spent a day before 
the meeting of the Board as a whole, discussing par- 
ticular problems in the areas assigned to each. This 
procedure enables the committee to bring to the Board 
their measured judgments and allows the Board to con- 
sider only the larger principles and policies involved. 
Sickness and official business accounted for the absence 
of five members. President H. R. Gold presided. 

Since the June 1941 meeting, the hand of death was 
laid upon one member and two former members. Dr. 
Franklin Kline Fretz, a member since 1930 and pastor 
of St. John’s Church, Easton, Pa., passed away June 28, 
1941. Dr. L. Franklin Gruber, president of the Chicago 
Lutheran Theological Seminary, and a member from 
1918 to 1928, died in December 1941. Dr. Henry Wolf 
Bikle, a vice-president and general counsel of the Penn- 
sylvania Railroad, who served the Board from 1930 to 
1936, died January 26, 1942. Each of these in his own 
way served the Board and manifested keen interest in 
its work. 


Service to Seminaries and Colleges 

Secretary Gould Wickey reported that all the sem- 
inaries had agreed to establish a required course in 
“Church Administration and Stewardship.” The Board 
authorized its Committee on Seminaries to call a study 
conference of the teachers of this proposed course, even 
though some seminaries already require it for gradua- 
tion. It is hoped that the professors will be able to work 
out similarity of content, extent, and correlation of the 
visits of representatives of the boards and agencies. 

The survey of the seminaries raised questions such as: 
How many members should constitute the board of di- 
rectors? What should be the length of the term? How 
many weeks should be included in a school year? Ought 
classes be held each day of the week? Do faculties rec- 
ognize their responsibility for the spiritual life of the 
students? Are all members of boards of directors fully 
aware of their responsibility for the whole life of the 
seminary ? 

The survey of the colleges, released in 1929, contained 
significant recommendations. Many of these have been 
fulfilled; others are in process of completion. A study 
will be made of the extent to which the recommenda- 
tions are being followed. The information will be of 
much interest to the colleges and the Church. Also, it 
was suggested that a study be made of the services 
tendered by the college faculties to the Church, locally 
and at large, to the communities and to the nation. 
There are reasons to believe that the composite picture 
will awaken the Church to a larger appreciation of its 
colleges. 


Graduate Fellowship Plan 
Recognizing the difficulty in obtaining desirable fac- 
ulty members for the seminaries and for certain depart- 


ments in the colleges—especially Bible and Philosophy 
—as well as adequately trained persons for certain posi- 
tions with boards and agencies, the Board authorized 
the inauguration of a graduate fellowship beginning 
with the academic year 1942-1943. It is hoped that an 


: 
; 


amount up to $1,500 will be available so that the persons — 


selected will be able to give undivided attention to grad- 


uate work. The executive committee was authorized to — 


proceed in making final decisions as to the fellow, the 


field of study, and the institution or institutions of study. | 


It will be necessary for the Board to raise the money 
needed for this fellowship. Here is an opportunity for 
someone to make an investment in a future leader of 
our Church. 

The importance of more full-time workers with stu- 
dents was stressed in the report of the Committee on 
Student Work. The Board hopes to work out co-opera- 
tive plans in this direction with synods at two additional 
centers. 

Conditions due to the war emergency prevent the 
Board from expanding its promotional program. At the 
same time the Board recognizes its responsibility to 


keep the Church adequately informed and fully aroused 


to the importance of Christian higher education.’ 


Appreciation and Thanks 
Special appreciation and thanks were expressed to 


the Women’s Missionary Society for their continued — 
interest in the work of the Board and for an increase © 


in the society’s annual grant. 


The Children of the | 


Church were commended for their successful effort in 


a 


raising money for special projects, especially for the © 


work at the seminaries in Saskatoon and Waterloo. For 


Saskatoon during 1941 the sum of $300 was obtained. 


Waterloo is the object of contributions during 1942. The % 
sum of $563.43, which was received from the estate of — 


Luther A. B. Fleming of Chambersburg, Pa., was placed 
in the endowment fund. 

The gift of $4,000 from Mrs. F. E. Dussel of Ohio is 
appreciated as a needed addition to the Scholarship and 
Loan Fund for Women. An annuity gift of $2,000 from 
Mrs. Lina R. Meyer of Chicago will make a valuable 
addition to the Endowment Fund, where the income is 
applied each year to that phase of the Board’s work 
which needs most assistance. This fine example of these 
noble women should be followed by others. A friend 
contributed $1,000 to be used toward the payment of 
salaries at Saskatoon. Without this sum, which has been 
repeated for a few years, the Board could not adequately 
support that seminary. This friend, quietly and mod- 
estly, is playing an important part in laying the founda- 
tion for the first real united Lutheran seminary in the 
Western Hemisphere. 


Larger Relationships 

President Gold and Secretary Wickey were desig- 
nated as the official representatives of the Board at a 
meeting called by a committee of the Executive Board 


= — 


to consider the whole problem of the external relations 
of the United Lutheran Church as well as of its boards 
and agencies. The meeting will be held in Pittsburgh 
February 24. 

Secretary Wickey was allowed to give part of his time 
to the Council of Church Boards of Education without 
prejudice to the work of the Board of Education. 
Through the careful correlation of travel and the time 
of meetings and other items, the work can be carried 
on effectively for both the Board of Education of the 
United Lutheran Church and the Council of Church 
Boards of Education. 

Now more than ever the Christian Church throughout 
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the world needs the testimony of the Lutheran Church. 
Members of many denominations are asking: What is 
Christian education? Where is it going? Some admit 
that the Lutheran Church has something to contribute 
which all denominations need. Applause was given the 
statement: “Lutherans should not divorce themselves 
from general Christian movements in America, but 
should make every effort to bear vigorous testimony to 
the truth as they see it.” 

With more money for more service, the Board of Edu- 
cation covets the opportunity to develop a program 
which will be effective in preparing strong leaders for 
a larger and stronger Church. 


A Bewildered Home Missionary 


BY PAUL ANDREW KIRSCH, Asst. Sec’y., Board of American Missions 


AN earnest and alert young home missionary is seek- 
ing the counsel of a fellow missionary. Suppose we 
listen in. 

The young pastor, who has spent less than a year in 
the ministry, is speaking: 

“T am terribly bewildered by the sudden and sad turn 
of events in the world. When I was called to my field 
of service upon graduation from the seminary, I ac- 
cepted with alacrity and enthusiasm. The prospects of 
shepherding my first flock stirred me, and I lost no time 
in making the personal acquaintance of all the members 
listed on the official roll of the congregation. I was a 
welcome guest in the homes of my people and, gauging 
by what they promised in loyal support of my ministry, 
I had high and holy hopes of being privileged to serve 
an unusually consecrated group. What a_ surprise 
awaited me when I discovered that after my ‘newness’ 
had worn off the congregation settled back into the rut 
of complacency! 

“Only a fraction of the congregation attended services 
and Holy Communion regularly; the pledged financial 
support was considerably under the actual budget fig- 
ures; the boys and girls in the Sunday school—most of 
whom came from totally unchurched homes—were 
‘problem children’ for my inexperienced Sunday school 
teachers; the members of the choir were not only ir- 
regular in attendance but seemed to be actuated by a 
spirit of self-seeking; the members of the church coun- 
cil, with but few exceptions, were dilatory in the dis- 
charge of their duties; and, sad to relate, there wasn’t 
a vista of congregational consciousness and unity. 

“I searched my own heart, and then analyzed the sit- 
uation in the congregation without fear or favor. I dis- 
overed again that the only reason which prompted me 
to become an under-shepherd was my great love and 
deep regard for my Saviour, and a desire to be one of 
His co-workers in the difficult task He has set for Him- 
self to redeem the world. I also discovered that religion 
to most of the members of my congregation was a ‘con- 
venient plaything,’ a ‘fifth wheel on the wagon,’ and had 
never irresistibly gripped their hearts. Christ to them 
‘Was not as real as their relatives and friends. The Bread 

of Life was not as efficacious to them as was the food for 


their physical needs. Many of my members were merely 


toying with the church, and it was wholly unimportant 
to them whether they worshiped, communed, took an 
active part in extending God’s Kingdom, lived an ex- 
emplary Christian life at work and at play, or supported 
the church with their means. . 

“And now all of a sudden this world catastrophe is 
sweeping over us. Christianity is confronted with a 
serious task. How can I meet this challenge with the 
kind of a congregation I have? How can I meet the on- 
slaught of evil in old and new forms with a group of 
sluggish people? How can I get members who do not 
even care for their own church to win the world to care 
for Christ and His church? . . . Please do not misunder- 
stand me, I am not whining; and I am certainly not dis- 
couraged. I believe firmly in the potency of God’s Word, 
and cling fearlessly to His glorious promises. I know 
that He is my Companion on the way and the only 
Saviour of the world. ... What shall I do? Shall I put 
my people to a test, as God ordered Gideon to put his 
followers to a test, in order to select choice souls who 
could be wholly depended upon to gain the victory? ... 
I know that you have only been in the ministry several 
years longer than I have, but you have found a way to 
co-ordinate the efforts of your members and to stir them 
into wholesome activity. It is because of my confidence 
in you and respect for your effective ministry that I 
come with my particular problem.” 


ONE FROM THE FLOCK 

The friend, who had listened patiently to this recital 
of facts, which were not in the least strange to him, 
replied: 

“My dear brother, did not our Lord Himself say, ‘How 
think ye? If a man have an hundred sheep, and one of 
them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and 
nine, and goeth into the mountains, and seeketh that 
which is gone astray? And if so be that he find it, verily 
I say unto you, he rejoiceth more of that sheep, than of 
the ninety and nine which went not astray.’ I never 
heard anyone tell about a perfect congregation. The 
mere fact that there is a crying need for a deepening 
of spiritual life, and a more earnest striving for a prac- 
tical demonstration of the worthwhileness and prac- 
ticability of Christianity is proof that Christian congre- 
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gations—and in their composite form the church—are 
sorely needed. Every congregation has indifferent and 
sluggish members, but to the shame of many congrega- 
tions it must be said that little or no persistent effort 
is put forth to warm the hearts of the lukewarm, half- 
hearted, and cold-hearted. All our congregations have 
had plenty of time during the seasons of peace and 
plenty to set their house in order, to mend their fences, 
to win the respect of their community, and to strengthen 
their congregational consciousness, by loyal service to 
Christ. 

“Now that the confusion in the world has set in, 
stringent measures are being employed, deprivations in 
one form or another are looming on the horizon, and 
the war-cry is everywhere evident, it is a late hour for 
congregations to try hurriedly to set their own house in 
order, or to lean on lame excuses because of their in- 
ability to participate in the added tasks devolving upon 
the church, such as a rousing support of Lutheran 
World Action, sympathetically and thankfully sustain- 
ing the Lutheran foreign missions orphaned by the war, 
providing spiritual sustenance for the church’s sons in 
the armed forces, maintaining Christian centers near 
the army camps where pastoral counsel and wholesome 
recreation is made available through special service 
pastors. 


THE ONLY REMEDY 

“And yet, if conditions such as you describe are so 
painfully evident in your congregation, I suggest that 
you lose no time in applying the only remedy that can 
renew hearts to every soul not now renewed in the con- 
gregation. As this effort is made—and in consequence 
hearts are stirred in a new loyalty to Christ—the other 
things you long for happen simultaneously. If a person 
truly loves Christ, he will want to worship Christ. If a 
person truly appreciates the price Christ paid for His 
salvation, he cannot possibly resist the invitation to 
commune at His altar. If a person recognizes the beauty 
and completeness of God’s plan of salvation, he cannot 
continue standing idly in the marketplace. If a person 
has truly tasted the inestimable riches of salvation as 
set before him by and in the church, he will want to find 
a way to support this work more adequately that more 
tables can be set for the multitudes who are facing spir- 
itual starvation. ... All souls are of equal importance 
to God. Wherever a lost soul is found, there the full 
application of our healing touch in the Name of the 
Great Physician should be made. 

“The world is attempting its utmost to undermine 
Christian influences and to nullify Christian claims. It 
is natural that our people are influenced by the world, 
and it behooves us to put forth more strenuous efforts 
than ever before to counteract these influences. The 
regulation of the Board of American Missions that all 
home missionaries review carefully each month all 
phases of their congregation’s life and submit quarterly 
reports, is a blessed training for the missionaries. These 
congregational studies are not confined to the realm of 
statistics, or to ‘counting noses.’ Scrutinizing these facts 
should bring clearly before the missionary’s eyes all the 
spiritual needs of every member of his flock... . 


PASTORS' OPPORTUNITIES 
“During this present emergency some of our mem- 
bers will be absent from home on one or another assign- 


Blindness 
(A PRAYER) 


By Grace Welsh Lutgen 


Lorp, open now my eyes that I may see 
The pathway Thou hast planned for me. 
Give me the strength to follow on, 

No matter if the way seem long. 


Thy light for guidance never wanes, I know, 
Yet oft my blindness makes me think ’tis so. 
Bring to my heart Thy healing, cleansing clay, 
That doubts and fears be quickly cleared away. 


Then trusting, fearless, I may follow Thee, 
Unfalt’ring, since Thy way I see; 

Knowing Thy guidance through each day or night 
Since Thou hast blessed with spiritual sight. 
Wayne, Nebraska. 


ment, possibly for long periods of time. The home 
church should keep in closest possible touch with them, 
and as occasion permits entrust their spiritual care to 
the sister congregation nearest their present place of 
employment or service. Because of the new schedule of 
working hours, a goodly number of our members will 
be hindered in meeting all of their church appointments 
as was their wont, and new recruits must be trained to 
fill their places. I am also convinced that all pastors 
should exercise greater care in the preparation of their 
sermons, and sink their shaft deeper into the mine of 
God’s Word in order that their message may have a 
richer content, and thus build stronger Christian lives 
and encourage greater intimacy with Christ. The boys 
and girls in our Sunday schools, the catechumens, and 
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the young people should receive special attention from — 


their pastors today. The horrible pictures so evident in 
the world today will make too deep an impression upon 
the children and youth unless the church at large and 
its local congregations make real the fact of a forgiving, 
gracious, long-suffering, and victorious Christ. The 
communities in which our congregations are planted 
also need a new viewpoint regarding the church. Too 
many look upon the congregation as a dispenser of 
wares rather than a dispenser of the Means of Grace; 
as a competitor of restaurants, grocery and department 
stores, theaters, and dance halls rather than a com- 
petitor of the devil himself. 

“No enemy of the Cross will be successful in weaning 
away the members of our congregations, and no brutal- 
ities in a world torn by strife and war will nullify the 
claims of Christ if the pastor will move in and out 
among the members of his flock incessantly in the spirit 
of a loving shepherd. The larger and world-wide aspects 
of the work of the church in an emergency such as ours, 
will be adequately cared for, and we may well say auto- 
matically so, if painstaking pastoral attention is given 
to every member in our congregation, and to the un- 
saved and unchurched multitudes in our communities.” 

The young missionary gripped his friend’s hand with 
a hearty “thank you,” and as he turned his steps home- 
ward, bent on his clear-cut task, his heart welled with 
a new love for the “lost” in his flock. 
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February 25, 1942 


My son is now a freshman in college. Ever since he 
was six years old he has been interested in scientific 
things. For a number of years he spent much time 
working with his chemical set. He read much along 
that line. Now, in his first year in college, he has lost 
interest in scientific subjects. He says the sciences are 
not for him. How can this change be explained? Is 
there anything that can be done to renew his scientific 
interest? 


THERE could be several explanations for your son’s 
change of interest. It may be that his early interest was 
enly on the surface. Is there any adult whom he may 
have been copying? Did he receive so much praise and 
recognition for his work that he may have been misled? 
Is it possible that he did so much in the sciences that the 
freshman work seems too simple? It is possible that the 
lapse of interest is temporary, due to a broadening of 
interests, and that he may return to his original pursuit. 
Again, his change of interest may represent progress 
toward a lasting life interest and vocation. 

I have in mind a somewhat similar case of several 
years ago. A boy was very early captivated by the gar- 
bage collector, and declared that he wanted to be one. 
A little later he switched to a decision to be a street-car 
conductor. At six or seven he began to hero-worship 
the family physician, and determined to be a physician. 
He put in much time working with chemicals. During 
his first year in college he abandoned the idea of med- 
icine, and decided to specialize in English. This idea 
Was given up in his junior year. A little later he decided 
to go into industry. This final decision was apparently 
the right one, reached after a variety of experiences, 
consultations and with a better background. He is now 
happily situated in industry. 

Do not be too much disturbed. A very important 
function of the first two years in college is to help stu- 
dents find themselves. Your son may consult with his 
professors. The psychologist can be of special help— 
perhaps using vocational tests. Do not try to press the 
young man into any one vocation. He ought to make 
the decision himself. 


Do the practices and interests of a mother have any 
influence on an unborn child? My wife has been ad- 
vised by some of her friends to go to music concerts, 
to play the piano and to sing in order that the baby we 
expect may be musically inclined and have musical 
ability. She is taking this counsel seriously, but it 
sounds a little “fishy” to me. What is the truth of the 
matter? ; 


The principal favorable pre-natal influences on a child 
are these: good health of the mother, adequate nutrition, 
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protection from shock or injury, absence of any defect 
in development, and, of ccurse, reasonably good her- 
edity. Lack of these will naturally have a negative in- 
fluence. That pre-natal malnutrition may be serious is 
a well-proven fact. 

Musical or other skills, knowledge, manner of dress 
or walk, etc., are not inherited. And there is no inher- 
ited inclination toward any particular language or form 
of religion, as some have supposed. Traits and abilities 
acquired by parents through training, discipline, or other 
experience are not passed on to children. The old folk 
story that an expectant mother’s fright at the sudden 
appearance of a snake imprints the figure of a serpent 
on the child’s body is only a superstition, as are other 
stories of that sort. 

Are our knowledge, skills, religion, etiquette, and 
ways of living then of no importance to the next genera- 
tion? Indeed, they are of very great importance, but 
they must be learned anew by each child and each gen- 
eration. One might wish that they could be inherited 
and the advancement of the human race thus be fur- 
thered. But that would mean passing on all the evil 
things as well. The next generation would be hindered 
as much as helped. We are better off with the freedom 
which the race has, freedom to learn, to reject and to 
accept. 

The meaning of these acquired advantages is seen in 
the influence of the older generation on the younger, 
parents on children, and teachers on students. The 
church, the school, and the community play a large part 
in passing on the gains of the past and present genera- 
tions. This is sometimes called “social heredity.” The 
kind of home into which a child is born means a lot. 
His whole environment will influence him and con- 
tribute in a large way to what he becomes. He enters 
the world unconscious, unskilled and unknowing, but 
with mighty possibilities. What advantages and dis- 
advantages will he have? 


How can we overcome the influence of the lowered 
moral standards of today? 


(1) By Christian example; (2) by not dictating, 
nagging or “preaching at” children and young people; 
(3) by quiet talks with them when there is no imme- 
diate issue; (4) by giving children time for co-operative 
work and play, and in other ways of sharing experiences 
with them; (5) by creating a calm Christian atmosphere 
in the home; (6) by family worship conducted in a free, 
democratic way; (7) by praising good behavior and ac- 
complishments; (8) by attending church and Sunday 
school with children; and (9) by keeping the way open 
for questions and consultations. 
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Among Ourselves ... 


Any Junk Today? 


Two months of war have accomplished more than five 
years of peace. There is no doubt about it. Take my 
“Sunk drawer” for instance. Maybe you have one, too. 
You know—the sort of drawer into which you throw 
everything you don’t have any particular use for at the 
moment, but you never know when it might come in 
handy. The promptings of what one vaguely calls thrift 
are adverse to destroying what presents an appearance 
of value. But orderliness forbids cluttering up the house. 

Those extra nails that were left from the time you put 
the new back steps where the old ones had fallen 
through. You didn’t know when you'd ever have a 
chance to use them, but they might come in handy in a 
pinch. So you stuck them in the “junk drawer,” and 
last fall when you housecleaned, you saw them there 
but you hadn’t the strength to sort out all that stuff after 
you’d washed all the dishes in the pantry, so you just 
put them back and muttered, “That’s a man’s job, any- 
how, looking after that drawer.” 

And the old cord from the electric iron is perfectly 
good except for the thinga-ma-jig that goes into the wall 
socket. It could be fixed up sometime. You didn’t have 
time to fool with it when it broke, nor did your hus- 
band; but there was no use throwing it out. Thriftily 
you shoved it back into the drawer as unfinished busi- 
ness, even though you bought a new one for the iron. 
You didn’t want anyone to look at your husband’s shirts 
and say, “That surely is a new wrinkle,” while you 
waited for some member of the family to get around to 
putting a new plug on the iron. 

And the picture wire you had left over after you re- 
hung all the pictures. If you had stopped to analyze the 
situation, you would probably have realized that there 
was little likelihood of your needing any more for a good 
many years. But very few of us do use our power of 
logical reasoning at such a moment. We just give in 
blindly to the squirrel instinct that lies dormant in most 
of mankind and store the thing away for future use. It 
might be of temporary aid. 

Certainly nothing but blind instinct would make any- 
one hoard the metal holders which you took down when 
you replaced the old shades in the living room with 
newer and more elegant ones that required a different 
sort of socket. The “new” ones are old now, but the 
holders are tucked securely away in the bottom of the 
“Sunk drawer.” 

Those hooks on which you used to fasten the clothes- 
line before you had the metal posts installed in the back- 
yard seem like a much more sensible thing to keep. 
Good big hooks like that ought to have a lot of uses. 
Funny how long they’ve been lying there! Surely, they 
will soon come in handy. ‘ 

As you lay the things in neat piles around you, you 
feel a consciousness of patriotic duty well done. That 
article in the paper about looking over the things in 
your attic and your cellar was certainly a good reminder. 
You remember they asked for waste paper, old metal, 
and old rubber. Right here there seems to be nothing 
but metal, but perhaps you will find that old hot water 
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bottle and last year’s bathing cap when you get around 
to the attic. But there seems to be quite a bit of metal 
here. Four or five pounds anyhow. 

You can give away most of this stuff and never know 
it’s gone. The article did warn you not to discard any- 
thing that would have to be replaced. Would any of this 
come under that category? That cord, of course, and 
possibly the nails. And wouldn’t it be funny if you got 
some pictures with no wire to hang them when Christ- 
mas came around. If you gave away the picture wire, 


that would probably happen, too. And those big hooks | 


—no telling when they are likely to be needed. 


There are other articles in the drawer, too. Carpet | 


tacks and upholstery nails—you always meant to do 


over that old chair yourself until you found an up- | 
holsterer to do it so reasonably. Flashlight batteries— 
probably dead. The spare parts to the meat grinder | 


which never did work right and that you discarded two 
years ago. The monkey wrench which you thought had 
been stolen out of the car. 

By the time your sorting is done you have about a 
double handful of metal to contribute to the cause. In 
disgust, you put it back in the drawer with the rest. 
You may need it all, but at least you have sorted the 
contents, a task to which nothing but patriotic fervor 
could drive you. 

Now there are many people who would not tolerate a 
“junk drawer” in the house. Perhaps they are the sort 
of people who wouldn’t have one in their heads either. 
They keep their thoughts and emotions neatly cata- 
logued. There is no odd corner into which they shove 
stray pieces of information. They have no half-acknowl- 
edged prejudices and fears which they keep tucked out 
of sight. 


People like that have no duty—patriotic or Christian 


—to sort out their ideas. The rest of us have a lot of 
tabulating to do before some of the really good material 
we have buried pretty deep can be made available for 
service. Times of stress are good times to get it all out 
and look it over. 

Nine chances to ten we will put it all back again; but 
at least we will know what is there. 


The Beard of the Prophet 


THE seven-year-old was playing Sunday school with 
her small brother and sister. She held up for their in- 
spection the pamphlet on Father Heyer which was pre- 
pared by the Board of Foreign Missions. 

“Here, children, is a picture of Father Heyer. Here 
you see him as a young man, and here you see him as 
an old man. When he was an old man, he went to be a 
missionary. Now who can tell me what a missionary is? 

“No one knows? Well, a missionary is a person who 
goes around telling people about Jesus. 

“Now, I want you to look carefully at these two pic- 
tures, because I am going to ask you an important ques- 
tion about Father Heyer. Here it is: 

“Did Father Heyer have a beard when he was a young 
man or when he was an old man?” 


— 
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Musings of a 


Minister's Wife 


__ As the alarm clock sounded shrilly through the silent 
house, I stretched out a reluctant hand to shut it off. 

The windows looked a few shades lighter than they 
had two weeks ago when we first went on “war time,” 
but still not cheerful enough to inspire me to any great 
feeling of alertness. For a minute that gray window 
seemed symbolic of this whole crazy conflict. Men were 
' made to love one another. Nights were made for sleep- 

ing. The whole thing was topsy-turvy. 
“For pity’s sake! Are you lying here pitying yourself 
for having to get up an hour earlier in the morning?” 
I asked myself in disgust. “If that is the greatest sac- 
| rifice you are called upon to make, you are luckier than 
_ you deserve.” 
By the time breakfast was on the table, our usual 
Saturday routine was under way. Apparently Mark and 
Joan have taken no notice of the change in time since 
the first day. That is youth. Youngsters are so used to 
adapting themselves to all sorts of circumstances, a slight 
change like this is nothing in their lives. 
“After I clean up my room and shine my good shoes 
and go to the post office for stamps and sweep the cellar 
_ steps, can I go to Tommy’s?” asked Mark. 

“Yes, indeed, if you get all that done this morning, 
you may be excused for the rest of the day.” 

“And after I make my bed and dry the dishes, can 
Betty come over here?” asked Joan. 

“What sort of games were you planning to play?” 

“We were going to play that new game you showed us 
of tossing milk bottle caps on a calendar and keeping 
score. We played it yesterday and I told Betty we would 
play again today. But if you think it would disturb 
daddy, we can go to Betty’s.” 

“That doesn’t sound like a very noisy game to me. Of 
course you can ask Betty to come over. But don’t you 
want to play outdoors on such a lovely day?” 

“Maybe. I’ll see what Betty says.” 

Both children dashed at their tasks with the energy 
that comes either with devotion to work or the desire to 
get it over as quickly as possible. In this case, there was 
no doubt about the reason. 

Before Jerry had finished his second cup of coffee, the 
telephone rang. Although he did not mention the name 
of the caller, I could tell from the part of the conversa- 
tion I heard that it must be a member of the altar com- 
mittee. 

“Yes, they said they would like to leave the flowers 
on the altar after the wedding, so that we would have 
them for Sunday. I knew you hadn’t given me any 
notice about memorial flowers, so I took for granted that 
the plan would suit you... . I think they are having a 
florist arrange them, but if you have time you might 
drop in and see how they look after the ceremony. You 
will know whether they are in good taste for the 
service.” ... 

“No, I don’t think that matters. Any color will be 
quite all right. I was just thinking that if there are 
palms, for instance, they would hardly be suitable in the 
chancel in Lent.” .. . 


Se ee 


.... The Morning Before the Sabbath 


The Lathrops, Large and Small, Prepare for Sunday 


“T prefer not to have weddings in Lent, of course, but 
this is the only time the groom can get leave.” ... 

“Not a bit of it! I hadn’t even started for my study, 
so you didn’t disturb me in the slightest.” 

He went upstairs. Mark finished his work like a streak 
and was off to buy the stamps for his father’s notices 
which go to the papers Monday morning. Our son has 
taken on that job since he goes to buy defense stamps 
with his magnificent allowance. 

“Mother,” called Joan from the top of the stairs, “I 
need clean socks for Sunday school tomorrow.” 

“You have pink ones in your drawer. I looked.” 

“But that makes too much pink with my dress. I 
want white socks.” 

“Tm sorry, Joan, but that is just one more thing for 
me to worry about and I have enough necessary things 
to get out of the way.” 

“Oh—” and a forbidden word slipped off her tongue. 
I pretended to be deaf, and went back to my baking. 

The phone rang. “Mrs. Lathrop,” said the voice of 
the church organist, “will you tell Mr. Lathrop that we 
will be able to sing the anthem I suggested? The soprano 
has recovered from that attack of laryngitis. And the 
two men who were doubtful will be there.” 

While I was jotting down the message, the superin- 
tendent of the Junior Department called to say that he 
could not be present tomorrow, but had arranged for 
the assistant to take over. I added another line to the 
memorandum. 

It looked as though everything was shaping up very 
well for Sunday. When the Sunday school ran smoothly, 
the chancel looked beautiful, and the service moved 
along in a dignified way, only the people who had been 
behind the scenes would know how much preparation 
there had been for the Sabbath. It was in the midst of 
this mreditation that Joan’s words reached me: 

“Mother,” she called, “I washed my white socks my- 
self.” 

“Thank you, my dear,” I replied. ““You are a real com- 
fort to your mother.” And so were a dozen cther people 
whose calls interrupted the morning’s routine. Our 
bothers are often of our own making. 


Naughty 


Nora’s 


Nonsense 


Now wouldn’t folks sit up 
and stare, 
If I should say, with candid 
air, 
“The sociability’s quite good, 
_ But what I come for is the 


food.” 
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Sacred S. 
Hcndel en fences 


He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 
abundant in lovingkindness. Joel 2: 13 


Bryonp the cross-currents, clouds, and storms that 
disturb earth’s atmosphere is the serene calm in the 
depths of space. As the heavens enwrap our warring 
atmosphere, so in eternal serenity God’s “gracious and 
merciful” Spirit surrounds and protects His own. Be- 
yond all passions that rage in our grosser atmosphere, 


“There is a calm and sure retreat; 
’Tis found beneath the mercy-seat.” 


a ee 2 


Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery 
trial among you, which cometh upon you to prove you, 
as though a strange thing happened unto you. 

I Peter 4: 12 


Ture hammer pounds the anvil but rebounds with each 
stroke, as against the impact of destiny. But upon that 
same anvil is placed the heated ingot, and with each 
stroke it is made to bend to the will of the blacksmith. 
So in the furnace of affliction or sorrow is prepared each 
soul whom God would bend to His will and purpose. We 
smart under the constant poundings of the hammer, but 
“the fiery trial,” if endured in submission and faith, 
refines the character. 


4 aba ear 


The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as 
some count slackness; but is longsuffering to you-ward, 
not wishing that any should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance. II Peter 3:9 


Tue distressed woman whose daughter was “vexed 
with a demon” rushed to Jesus as her only hope. His 
silence was like a stone wall through which was no en- 
trance to His heart. But the spiritual dynamic irr Him 
was mightier than immediate expressions or demon- 
strations. He awaited the propitious moment when the 
suppliant’s faith would be proven by persistent prayer. 
Keep on praying; “the Lord is not slack concerning his 
promise.” 


+ + + 


It is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, 
but of God that hath mercy. Romans 9: 16 


THERE is a lot of “wishful thinking” and of jittery 
running to and fro these days. We are passing through 
a foggy period of transition in both national and inter- 
national affairs. Confidence in the wisdom of those who 
plan and direct in government should be supplemented 
by implicit trust in God’s mercy and guidance. The 
Ruler of nations Who “maketh wars to cease unto the 
end of the earth” is the merciful Father Who careth for 
the sparrow and numbereth even the hairs of each head. 


“Whate’er Thy will ordains, 
Oh, give me strength to bear; 
Still let me know a Father reigns 
And trust a Father’s care.” 


Pe, (ee ie 


There can be neither Jew nor Greek, there can be 
neither bond nor free, there can be no male and fe- 
male; for ye all are one man in Christ Jesus. 


Galatians 3: 28 


At the opening of the special joint session of Congress, 
the chaplain prayed for the preservation of national 
unity, honor, and integrity. In the American “melting 
pot” are merged many races and types. The Jewish 
Saul, transformed into the Christian Paul, tried to break 
cown differences between Jew and Greek, bond and 
free, male and female, not by eliminating race, condition, 
or sex, but by a spiritual merging into “one man in 
Christ Jesus.” The composite picture of the ideal so- 
ciety is not perfected by the wiping out of essential dif- 
ferences but the matchless blending by the Master- 
painter into the harmony of sympathetic understanding 
and co-operation. 


rit ata itl 
Thou shalt see and be radiant, and thy heart shall 
thrill and be enlarged. Isaiah 60: 5 


THE moon is a mirror; the sun a radiant fire. The one 
reflects in dimness its borrowed rays; the other pours 
forth in splendor its own light from an inner burning. 
The fires of divine passion cannot be bound, but burst 
forth into the radiance of a glory-filled life. When the 
heart “thrills” with pent-up emotion, it “enlarges” into 
inspired expressions that beam benedictions. The 
radium piercing through earth and the star through 
heaven bespeak the radiance like to a soul on fire with 
faith and hope and love. All these are sourced in the 
heart of God and manifest in His incarnation. “The 
Light of the world is Jesus!” 


+ + + 


And a fountain shall come forth from the house of 
Jehovah, and shall water the valley of Shittim. 
Joel 3: 18 


THE barren valley of Shittim was to the prophet the 
symbol of the arid wastes among the Gentiles. But, 
like the barren sections of a California made fruitful by 
irrigation, would be transformed the lands of heathen- 
com by the streams of grace “from the house of Jeho- 
vah.” When Jesus healed the daughter of the Syro- 
Phoenician woman, and when He gave “the water of 
life” to the Samaritan at Jacob’s well, there was seen 
the beginning of the larger fulfilment of Joel’s prophecy 
concerning the “Fountain” flowing everlastingly from 
God’s throne. 


REMINISCERE COLLECT 

O Gop, Who seest that of ourselves we have no 
strength: Keep us both outwardly and inwardly; that 
we may be defended from all adversities which may 
happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which 
may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, 
Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee 
and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. 
Amen, 
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Love's Urge 


A FRANTIC woman cried out for help. She appealed to 
the Rabbi Jesus. By the Jews she was rated an outcast, 
termed derisively “a dog.” She was a “heathen” by race, 
of Gentile extraction, a Greek-speaking Syrian, of 
Canaanitish Phoenicia; so the group with Jesus opposed 
her persistent approach. She did not appeal for herself, 
but for her suffering daughter who was “grievously 
vexed with a demon.” The story and sequel are told by 
an eye witness, himself once despised as a tax collector 
for Rome (Matthew 15: 21-28). After repeated failures, 
her persistent prayer was granted and the secret of her 
triumph was attested by the Master: “O woman, great 
is thy faith; be it done unto thee even as thou wilt.” 
God tries us to test us; He delays graciously to deliver 
gloriously. 

Her persistence, in spite of rebuffs of the disciples and 
seeming indifference of Jesus, was compelled by the 
urge of sacrificial love. 


Humility’s Grace 


Gop’s grace is imparted to the humble and contrite. 
It gives driving strength and sustaining power to its 
recipient. It graces the humble soul that bows rev- 
erently before goodness, but spurns the proud spirit that 
bows cringingly before power or position only to seek 
honor or favor. Humility is the gracious atmosphere 
that is congenial to the inbreathed grace of the Giver. 

A humble woman in rags, though unwanted in select 
society, may be more beautiful in spirit, more inwardly 
gracious, than glamorous ladies adorned with finery and 
jewels but lacking in spiritual grace and charm. In the 
divine appraisal, “God resisteth the proud, but giveth 
grace to the humble.” 


Faith’s Force 


FaIrH is an inner attitude; but it is more, a force. The 
pipeline ties the reservoir to the spigot, but the force of 
gravity compels the stream, and the turn of the hand 
opens the valve to receive the inflow. Throughout the 
universe are rich reservoirs to be tapped, but the forces 
unseen and the means in nature and grace must be em- 
ployed else God’s bounties remain unused. 

Inventive research and persistent effort proceed from 
@ faith that inspires and drives on irresistibly to the goal 
of achievement. “As thou wilt,’ said Jesus to the de- 
termined seeker whose spirit could not be denied. The 
man or woman with will power overrides all obstacles 
and succeeds where the will-less and the weak-kneed 
fail. But back of the will is the faith: “O woman, great 
is thy faith”; therefore be it “as thou wilt.” Newton, 
Whitney, Marconi, the Wright brothers, Edison; 
Abraham, Isaiah, Paul; and all the hosts who seek after 
the ultimate, who look and act from faith in the forces 
umseen, in nature or grace—are invincible. 


“ os VW 
Reminiscere 


Tue Second Sunday in Lent has the special designa- 
tion, “Reminiscere.” It is the first word in the Introit: 
* 


AT 


“Remember, O Lord, Thy tender mercies and Thy lov- 
ing-kindnesses: for they have been ever of old. Let not 
mine enemies triumph over me: God of Israel, deliver 
us out of all our troubles. Unto Thee, O Lord, do I lift 
up my soul: O my God, I trust in Thee.” 


“Remember the Maine!” “Remember the Marne!” 
“Remember Pearl Harbor!” “Lest we forget!”—are 
national slogans. “Remember, O Lord!” is the cry of 
God’s children. His “tender mercies” and “loving-kind- 
nesses” have been ever of old—before and after all na- 
tional tragedies and necessities that rally a nation to 
united efforts in time of war. “Before the mountains 
were brought forth, or ever Thou hadst formed the 
earth and the world, even from everlasting to. everlast- 
ing, Thou art God. Thou turnest man to destruction, 
and sayest, Return, ye children of men!” (Psalm 90: 
2, 3.) In Him is our confidence as to the ultimate. 


We create our armies and navies, we shape our 
strategy, and unite with liberty-lovers the world over 
for defense and victory. But as Christian citizens our 
chief concern is to “win the peace” even more than to 
“win the war.” Peace is the permanent purpose; war a 
temporary phase of procedure. When the war is over 
will come the world’s remaking, Will it be by passions 
of hate and vengeance or of “peace on earth” by “men 
of good will”? “Remember, O Lord,” that in-all stages 
of human history, Thou hast been all-gracious, full of 
compassion and plenteous in mercy unto all who call 
upon Thee. Not for our nation and its allies only, but 
for all who fight evil in every land we pray: “Let not 
mine enemies triumph over me.” “Deliver us out of all 
our troubles.” “O my God, I trust in Thee.” 


THE ULTIMATE 


“In the bitter waves of woe, 
Beaten and tossed about 
By the sullen winds that blow 
From the desolate shores of doubt,— 


“When the anchors that faith had cast 
Are dragging in the gale, 

I am quietly holding fast 
To the things that cannot fail: 


“T know that passion needs 
The leash of a sober mind; 
I know that generous deeds 
Some sure reward will find; 


“In the darkest night of the year, 
When the stars have all gone out, 
That courage is better than fear, 
That faith is truer than doubt; 


“And fierce though the fiends may fight, 
And long though the angels hide, 
I know that Truth and Right 
Have the universe on their side; 


“And that somewhere, beyond the stars, 
Is a Love that is better than faith; 
When the night unlocks her bars 
I shall see Him, and I will wait.” 
: —Washington Gladden 


The suggestions in the four columns of these two facing 
pages are presented for study and meditation by J. William 
McCauley, D.D., Salem, Virginia. 
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OUR MISTAKE 

THE official minutes of the 1942 meeting of the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council have reached our desk, and 
among the items of information we have found in its 
contents was one that convicted us of making a mistake. 

It was our recollection of the proceedings that no gen- 
eral resolution bearing upon the relations of the church 
to the national and international situation had been 
adopted and released for publication as the duly author- 
ized declaration of the Pittsburgh meeting of the com- 
missioners. We were thus in error. From the minutes 
we quote the following paragraphs prepared by the 
Committee on Resolutions, offered by Dr. L. Boe of the 
Norwegian Lutheran Church, chairman, and unan- 
imously adopted. 


“Our country is facing the gravest crisis in its history. 
In its onward sweep war will touch and affect every 
human relationship and activity. Liberty and freedom, 
and all the things we prize in American life, are at stake. 

“The National Lutheran Council calls upon its mem- 
bers to do everything in their power that the citizens of 
the country may stand as a united people, strong in sup- 
port of the government in its fight for right and justice, 
and ready and willing to make the sacrifices that are 
necessary for a successful issue of the war. 

“Conscious of sin and weakness, we pray our God and 
Father, our only help and stay in time of stres8, that we 
may be dominated by His Spirit so that peace, with 
liberty and freedom, may again be established among 
men.” 


A YEAR’S NEEDS BUDGETED 

As would be expected in these days when all the 
church’s work is in the midst of the conditions due to 
the world war, other resolutions were presented for the 
Council’s consideration and adopted. Probably the action 
about which most will be said in the near future is the 
sum budgeted for military and world service. The 
amount needed and therefore asked is $650,000. On two 
counts it deserves its title, United Appeal. It is the 
simultaneous call on all the congregations of the con- 
stituents of the National Lutheran Council (roughly 
5,000,000 confirmed Lutherans), and it undertakes to 
finance from one fund the amounts required for Or- 
phaned Missions, for the Service Commission, and for 
Work Among Prisoners of War. The resolution as it 
appears in the minutes reads: 


“Tt was moved and carried that the National Lutheran 
Council approve the plans for the Appeal to be made for 
a fund of $650,000, the tentative division of which shall 
be $250,000 for the work of the Service Commission and 
$400,000 for the Lutheran World Convention for service 
to war-orphaned missions and other emergency needs, 
with the understanding that all designated contributions 
shall be used only for the purpose for which they are 
given, and that as to undesignated funds the Executive 
Committee of the National Lutheran Council together 
with a committee from the Lutheran World Convention 
shall have the right to meet emergency needs which may 
arise and which cannot be foreseen now.” 


The items in this budget which call for financial sup- 
port are not great in number, but beyond question they 
include and imply what the church must make available 


(humanly speaking) if its ministry of the Gospel in a 
war-torn world is to be maintained. There are times 
when the cry of man is the will of God. It seems obvious 
that such is the nature of the present crisis. We are 
giving to keep alive faith in our Lord on the battle lines 
where Christianity contends with paganism, and in re- 


mote places where missions and missionaries are con- | 


fronted with suppression. 


DEFERMENTS TO PROVIDE MINISTERS 
WARNED by previous experience and observing the 
decline in the number of students in the church’s col- 


! 
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leges, the Council took action to prevent an insufficiency _ 
of pastors when the emergency is no longer with us. | 


The executive director was authorized as follows: 


“Resolved: that the Executive Secretary be requested 
to approach the proper officials at Washington with the 
request that the Selective Service system issue a direc- 
tive to local selective service boards, authorizing defer- 
ment in the cases of pre-theological college students who 
are certified by the proper church authority.” 


In response to requests for action relative to the pro- 


visions for the support of non-combatants because they | 


are ‘conscientious objectors,” it was agreed to com- 
municate to the United States government the following 
statement: 


“Resolved: Since the total man-power of the nation is 
now being marshalled, that the National Lutheran Coun- 
cil petition the United States Government to utilize the 
services of conscientious objectors in some form of use- 
ful non-military national project, and in view of such 
service provide them with their sustenance.” 


WELFARE WORK 


One of the great and blessed developments in our © 


Lutheran Church in recent years has been the expansion 
of works of mercy. By means of the U. L. C. A. Board 


of Social Missions, one department of which is Inner | 


Missions, with co-operation by the Board of Deaconess 


Work, and with extensions in synods and parishes, our © 


ministry to human needs has acquired a volume and 
efficiency proportionate to the interest in evangelism and 
education. It is estimated that several millions of dollars 
are handled in the operations classified in the National 
Lutheran Council as Welfare Work. 

The commissioners at Pittsburgh were deeply im- 
pressed by the reports received through Dr. C. E. 
Krumbholz and others. They realized both the increase 
of opportunities to serve and the danger that essential 
community needs might be observed by the increases © 
cue to engagement of the nation in war. The resolutions 
adopted reflect both views. 


“In view of the national war emergency, it is apparent 
that new and challenging opportunities for service will 
be open to the merciful ministry of the Church in its 
contact with children and families, especially where 
stresses and strains will come upon them. 

“Therefore, it is recommended to the Inner Mission 
and Welfare Agencies of the Church that they be alert 
to such new opportunities and plan for a more intensive 
ministry to the spiritual needs of individuals. 

“It is further recommended that, in a time when many 


ee 
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war relief appeals will claim the attention of the 
churches, pastors and congregations do all in their power 
by prayer and gifts to sustain and further equip the 
- ehurch’s welfare organizations to meet the increased 
need for welfare service in their communities.” 


ITORS’ ASSOCIATION’S PROPOSITION 
BeroreE describing a quite unexpected applicant for 
attention of the National Lutheran Council, we ex- 
sai that editors of “official journals” of the constituent 
ies of the Council were invited to be guests at the 
1942 convention in order that the church press might 
have a close-up of the objectives under consideration for 
the current year. As will be correctly inferred from de- 
seriptions of the Council in annual meeting assembled, 
which Tue LuTuHerRAN has published or will do so, a very 
favorable impression was made upon us. Seven journals 
were represented. 

The Editors’ Association’s twenty-sixth annual meet- 
ing took place in Minneapolis last September. For the 
quarter of a century, those who direct the policies of the 
church’s weekly papers have discerned advantages in 
closer co-operation. An unexpected opportunity to give 
broader expression to these convictions presented itself 
at Pittsburgh when the Council graciously received and 
considered the following communication: 


Pittsburgh, Pa., January 29, 1942 
To the National Lutheran Council 
Assembled at Pittsburgh 
Dear Brethren: 

On behalf of the National Lutheran Editors’ Associa- 
tion, we desire to express the appreciation felt by the 
editors for the opportunity afforded the members of our 
association to attend the meeting of the National Lu- 
theran Council now in progress. We are persuaded that 
the cultivation of closer relations between our church 
press and the various agencies of the Church and the 
resulting dissemination of knowledge concerning the 
many enterprises of the Church will be productive of 
increased interest on the part of our Lutheran con- 
stituency in our common work. 

We would take this opportunity also to address the 
Council on a problem which has occupied the attention 
of the National Lutheran Editors’ Association at its 
annual conventions for a number of years. We have 
reference to the problem of Lutheran unity. At the last 
meeting of the association, the editors went on record, 
after a full day’s discussion of the subject, unanimously 
urging all leaders of the Church to use their every effort 
to bring about unity within the Lutheran household in 
America. 

In view of the steps already taken by the National 
Lutheran Council to define the scope of its work as well 
as its relationship to the Lutheran World Convention, 
we would respectfully suggest that the time seems op- 
portune to give consideration to the whole problem of 
Lutheran unity as it affects Lutheran co-operative en- 
deavor, both at home and abroad. More specifically we 
would suggest a study of the feasibility of setting up an 


All-Lutheran Federation which could make use of the 


National Lutheran Council as its working agency. Such 

a federation might well bear the name of the American 
Lutheran Convention, and as such it could constitute 
the American section of the Lutheran World Convention. 
We are firmly convinced that the present desperate 

_ crisis in world affairs presents a definite challenge to 
_ the Lutheran Church in America to close its ranks and 
to meet the problems now confronting it with a united 
front. We are persuaded that nothing will serve to pro- 
vide greater inspiration to the rank and file of our 
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Church in their response to the appeal which is shortly 
to be made on behalf of orphaned missions and spiritual 
ministry to service men than the realization that at long 
last definite steps are under way to bring about unity 
among the Lutheran forces of our land. 

Invoking upon you, dear brethren, the blessing of God 
in the important tasks in which you are engaged, we are, 
on behalf of the National Lutheran Editors’ Association, 

EK. E. Rypen, President 
O. G. Maton, Secretary 


Discussion of the proposal was extended: it was 
directed chiefly to the selection of a committee to whom 
the editors’ communication could be referred for most 
prompt and efficient action, The final result was the 
appointment of a committee whose members are: the 
Rev. Dr. Ralph H. Long, executive director of the Coun- 
cil, the presidents of the groups associated in the Coun- 
cil, and one person to be appointed by each president. 
The presidents and the churches they represent are the 
Rev. Dr. Frederick H. Knubel, the United Lutheran 
Church in America; the Rev. Dr. E. Poppen, the Amer- 
ican Lutheran Church; the Rev. Dr. J. A. Aasgaard, the 
Norwegian Lutheran Church of America; the Rev. Dr. 
P. O. Bersell, the Augustana Synod; the Rev. Dr. N. C. 
Carlsen, the United Danish Church; the Rev. Dr. T. O. 
Burntvedt, the Lutheran Free Church; the Rev. Alfred 
Jensen, the Danish Church; and the Rev. Dr. A. Haap- 
anen, the Suomi Synod. 


“FULLER CO-OPERATION ESSENTIAL” 

COMPLEMENTING the action accepting the communica- 
tion and appointing a committee, a resolution presented 
by Dr. R. E. Tulloss, Ohio Synod, was adopted unan- 
imously. It reads: 


“In referring to a special committee the communica- 
tion from the National Lutheran Editors’ Association 
and other matters involving questions of Lutheran re- 
lationships, the National Lutheran Council expresses its 
conviction that the time has now come for closer co- 
operation among all Lutheran bodies in America in a 
Lutheran federation. 

“This action is taken in the profound belief that such 
fuller co-operation is essential to the making of our 
proper Lutheran contribution toward the preservation 
of Evangelical Christianity; and with the prayer that, in 
the providence of God, such a federation may constitute 
a step toward that ultimate unity of American Lutheran- 
ism demanded by the challenge of the future, and so 
deeply desired and so longed for by many, both clerical 
and lay, in all our general bodies.” 


Tue LutTHERAN believes that the United Lutheran 
Church will hear with approval the decision of the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council to accept the obligations the 
above recited resolutions involve. The discharge of co- 
operative activities assigned it for performance since 
1918 has earned the confidence of the general bodies 
that are represented by commissioners. Certainly the 
spheres of work in which it has been employed have 
been of the highest rank in importance. The reconstruc- 
tion of the church after the first world war, the handling 
of many measures of administration in domestic crises 
have shown the fidelity of the commissioners to the spirit 
of their stewardship. If at times regard for the letter of 
their credentials has affected the policies of co-operation, 
this loyalty to their authorization should not deter ac- 
ceptance of opportunities for additions to co-operative 
activities where united endeavors are most effective. 
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The End Draws Near 


The Feast of the Passover in the Upper Room 
Interprets the Messianic Mission 


By NATHAN R. MELHORN 
Luke 22: 14-30. The Sunday School Lesson for March 8 


As was indicated in a previous com- 
ment in this department, the day-by- 
day study of the last week of the min- 
istry of Jesus omits Wednesday. Of 
that day there is no specific mention in 
the annals of the evangelists; we draw 
the conclusion from silence that the day 
was spent by our Lord in at least semi- 
retirement. It is the tradition that He 
went to the home of Lazarus and the 
sisters at Bethany, not necessarily to 
use the hours in neighborly conversa- 
tion; more probably to withdraw to 
some quiet place for prayer. 

On Thursday of this last week of the 
visible ministry of our Lord, the cere- 
monies prescribed by the Jewish re- 
ligion for the Feast of the Passover were 
due to begin. The regulations were 
very carefully prescribed in the times 
of our Lord. There had been a time 
when the feast was sadly neglected. It 
preceded the capture of Jerusalem and 
the imprisonment of the Hebrews in 
Babylon. When release from that con- 
dition was obtained and permission to 
return to the Holy Land and rebuild 
the Temple had been given, there was 
at the same time a return to the ancient 
forms of worship. Among the rites 
which were received was the celebra- 
tion of the release of the children of 
Israel from their bondage in Egypt, the 
feast of the Passover. 


In the Sinner’s Place 

In the series of lessons which have 
been presented to the readers of THE 
LUTHERAN on this page in recent weeks, 
particular emphasis has been given to 
the vicarious relationship of Christ to 
the redemption of sinful man. It was 
stated when the first of the lessons was 
before us that Jesus put Himself in the 
place of man in all forms of human ex- 
perience. So fully is this vicarious work 
carried out that our Lord chose to ex- 
pose Himself even to the temptations 
of Satan. He came into direct contact 
with angels and demons, because the 
devil and these good and bad spirits 
belong to the regime of those whom He 
came to save. 

Paralleling the vicarious realism of 
His ministry of redemption is His re- 
tation to the symbolic rites which had 
been established by and for the chosen 
people. He was what they symbolized, 
and among them none was of greater 
importance than that which attached 
to the celebration of the Feast of the 
Passover. It will be remembered that 
the origin of this festival goes back to 


the period during which the children 
of Abraham were slaves in Egypt. It 
began with the last of the plagues which 
were inflicted upon the dwellers in the 
Nile Valley because their Pharaoh re- 
fused to let the children of Israel re- 
turn to the land that had been prom- 
ised them. When the last of the plagues 
smote with death all of the firstborn in 
the land of Egypt, provision was made 
for the escape of the children of Israel. 
They were instructed by their leaders, 
Moses and Aaron, to sprinkle the blood 
of a lamb upon the lintels of the doors 
to their dwelling places. The stroke of 
death did not fall upon the firstborn of 
any household whose entrance was thus 
identified. 


An Annual Observance 

The command to repeat annually a 
celebration of this escape was contem- 
porary with the experience itself. It is 
understood that in the years that were 
occupied by the journey into Palestine, 
by the conquest of that “land of prom- 
ise,” and during the following years of 
Joshua and some of his successors, the 
command was obeyed. Only when the 
nation grew in all respects careless of 
what they owed to Jehovah did the 
Passover lose its significance. Then 
with the return from exile, as was said 
above, the celebration of their escape 
was resumed. In fact, it grew in the 
multiplicity of its rites until it occupied 
nearly one-third of the spring month 
of the Jewish year. 

The selection of lambs was made well 
in advance of the fourteenth day, in 
the afternoon of which the offering was 
slain, its blood sprinkled around the 
altar of sacrifice, and the body given 
back to the group for whom it had been 
slain, to be served at the Passover meal. 
It was in the course of this meal that 
the story of the sparing of the firstborn 
in Egypt was narrated by the “ruler of 
the feast” if any boy aged twelve was 
present. 

The preparations for and the pro- 
gram of this festival were prescribed to 
the last detail. On the day before the 
fourteenth of the month, when dark- 
ness had fallen, the head of the house- 
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hold lighted a candle and placed it 
upon a windowsill of his home. He 
thus marked a spot at which the search 


1 


for leaven began and was conducted 


until every portion of the dwelling 


place had been inspected and whatever 


contained leaven was brought to the 
spot marked by the candle, to be as- 
sembled and consumed. Similar rig- 
orous regulations required that noth- 
ing should be left of the Passover lamb 
when it had served its purpose at the 
feast. Should any fragments remain, 


they were carefully collected and 


burned. 


Setting for the Sacrament 
Ederheim’s story of Christ, which 


deals most extensively with Jewish tra- — 
ditions and customs, reports that in the - 


time of our Lord the supper itself could 
be said to have five courses, the close 
of each of which was marked by par- 
ticipation in the wine which was com- 
manded as one of the elements to be 


used at this meal. The rite of cleans- | 


ing perhaps explains why Jesus girded 
Himself with the towel and washed the 
feet of the disciples. Certainly the in- 
stitution of the Lord’s Supper, a record 
cf which is in the narratives of Mat- 
thew, Mark,and Luke, connects logically 
with the symbolism of unleavened 


bread and wine at the Feast of the | 


Passover. 

It is this substance of what had been 
hoped for as implied in Jewish cere- 
monies that gave to the Passover in the 
Upper Room in Jerusalem its right to 
supersede Jewish symbols and cere- 


monies. One can also understand why 


this reality has continued recognition 


in the significance of Holy Communion. 


For as Jesus was truly the Lamb in- | 


stead of a symbol, so His body and 


blood are truly and not figuratively 


present in the Sacrament of the Altar. 
We must not permit the “mystery of 
Godliness” to obscure its realities. 


True Significance Lost 

How terribly inadequate is the present 
Jewish interpretation of their own great 
privilege is indicated by a paragraph in 
the Jewish Cyclopedia: “The paschal 


sacrifice belongs to the shelamim, thus 


forming one of the sacrifices in which 
the meal is the principal part and in- 
dicates the community between God 
and man. It is really a house or fam- 
ily sacrifice, and each household is re- 
garded as constituting a small com- 
munity in itself... . The fact that the 
paschal lamb might be killed only at 
the central sanctuary of Jerusalem, on 
the other hand, implies that each house- 
hold was but a member of the larger 
community”; that is, the nation. The 
vast distance between this interpreta- 
tion of a distinctive Jewish rite and 


the truths committed to it by divine) 


institution is startling, indeed shocking. 
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The Young ‘People 


By Amos JoHN Traver, D.D., Frederick, Md. 


Christ in Crisis 
Personal Ambition or 


Human Need 
Luke 4; 1-14 


“Anp straightway the Spirit driveth 


him forth into the wilderness. And he 
was in the wilderness forty days 
tempted of Satan.” Mark 1:12, 13. 
This is the brief, matter-of-fact account 
in the shortest gospel. Matthew and 
Luke give the details. For the moment, 
lay emphasis on three words, straight- 
way, the Spirit, Satan. Straightway 
after the baptism of Jesus and the 
voicing of divine approval from the 
skies, the very Spirit that came to wit- 
ness His deity led Him to His crisis 
contest with Satan. After the height of 
spiritual exaltation came the depths of 
Satanic temptation. 

Is not this a typical human experi- 
ence? The higher we are lifted, the 
greater may be our fall. The emotional 
experience of worship may precede the 
most subtle temptation. Why Jesus, so 
pure and innocent, should require this 
testing is a mystery. Let us accept the 
record and not attempt to test it out by 
our very limited human thinking. 


The Enemy 

It is out of fashion to speak too 
frankly of a personal devil. The men 
who wrote our gospels had no doubt of 
his reality. In an old scrap book we 
have preserved the following verses 
written for a New York City newspaper 
on the report of a Brooklyn convention 
of the Russellites. The convention had 
unanimously voted that there was no 
devil: 


“Men don’t believe in a devil now 

As their fathers used to do, 

They have forced the door of the 

broadest creed 

To let his majesty through. 

There isn’t a print of his cloven hoof, 
Or a fiery dart from his bow 

To be found in earth or air today, 
For the world has voted so. 


“But who is mixing the fatal draught 
That palsies heart and brain, 
loads the earth of each passing 
-‘-year 
With ten hundred thousand slain? 
Who blights the bloom of the land 


’ today 
‘With the fiery breath of hell, 


lf the devil isn’t, and never was? 
‘on’t somebody rise and tell? 


a 


“Who dogs the steps of the toiling saint, 

And digs the pits for his feet? 

Who sows the tares in the fields of 
time, 

Wherever God sows His wheat? 

The devil is voted not to be, 

And of course the thing is true. 

But who is doing the kind of work 

The devil alone should do?” 


The Test 

The great temptation came in three 
forms. Questions as to the interpreta- 
tion of the scene in the wilderness need 
not be answered. Much is allowed to 
the imagination. Did Satan appear in 
visible form? or did he come with his 
diabolical suggestions into the mind of 
Jesus, as he comes to our minds? Did 
the three temptations occur in imme- 
diate succession, all in a few minutes? 
or did they last over most of the forty 
days? Were these three distinct temp- 
tations? or are they types of the tests 
He was undergoing? The answers are 
not so important. The struggle itself 
was between Satan and God for the 
possession of a soul, nay, for the pos- 
session of every soul. 

The three forms in which temptation 
came are quite distinct and together 
cover the whole gamut of possible hu- 
man weakness in Jesus. Hunger is 
typical of all the purely physical de- 
mands. Here Jesus is being tempted to 
take the business of Providence into 
His own hands. He refuses to sin in 
order to live. “A man must live,” has 
always been the false slogan of ma- 
terialism. To use divine power to feed 
Himself would have cut Jesus off from 
sympathetic ties with hungering hu- 
manity. Not only Jesus, but every man, 
lives by other than spiritual food. To 
live physically at the price of the soul 
is to die eternally. The first attack of 
Satan was upon the essential manhood 
of Jesus. 

The second temptation, following 
Luke’s order, is a call to compromise. 
Was not Jesus to be a king? Here was 
an easy way to kingship. How fully 
this temptation may be understood in 
the days of the martyrs! Then the 
Christians were given the choice of a 
cruel death or a cynical half-nod be- 
fore the picture of Caesar. It seemed 
such a little thing to do! In later years 
Erasmus, contemporary of Luther, pre- 
ferred to keep his skin rather than fol- 
low his convictions. He broke with 
Luther because he could not see any 
value of martyrdom. The second 
temptation was also an attack on the 
essential manhood of Jesus. 


The third temptation was aimed at 
the method of Jesus. It also subtly 
suggested that God would not look 
after His own. If Jesus would cast Him- 
self from the roof of the temple on 
some feast day when the courts were 
crowded, it would be a spectacular be- 
ginning for His ministry. If He should 
land in the midst of the crowd unhurt, 
He would become the immediate won- 
der of the nation. His peasant origin 
would be forgotten. Men would flock 
to Him as a miracle man. But that was 
not the way the Kingdom was to be 
introduced. It was not to depend on a 
crass emotionalism. Men were not to 
follow Jesus even because of His mir- 
acles of healing. Often He told those 
He had cured not to tell about it. If 
His kingdom was to be built, it must be 
built on love. That was the Father’s 
method. That was the method of the 
Son. It was not a question whether 
Jesus would be caught up by the 
angels, as suggested by the verse 
quoted from the Ninety-first Psalm. It 
was a question whether He would trust 
the Father’s way for winning the world. 
Even now He must have known that it 
meant the cross. 


Identity With Us 

The words of the writer of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews help us see an impor- 
tant purpose of the temptations. “For we 
have not a high priest who is not able to 
be touched by the feelings of our feeble 
flesh; but we have one who has been 
tested in all points as we ourselves are 
tested, but without sin.” (Hebrews 
4:15, The New Testament in Basic 
English.) In some degree each of us 
meets the very tests that Jesus con- 
quered. We, too, have the same Word 
upon which to depend as He had. We 
know that no trial we can ever meet 
is beyond His sympathy and under- 
standing. In a very real way He will 
share our temptations and help us 
share His victory. 

All these temptations are easily 
gathered under the topic, Personal 
Ambition or Human Need. Whatever 
form our ambition for kingship takes, 
there is a right way and a wrong way 
to seek it. Jesus’ way is the way of 
service. As He came to serve—not to 
be served—and in His very depths of 
sacrifice gained the crown of humanity, 
so we must learn that our way to any 
throne is by way of service and wor- 
ship. 

* * * * 

To Leavers: Topic date, March 8. 
Next topic, Christ in Crisis—An Im- 
perial Crown or the Kingdom of God. 
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Charles H. Boyer Dead 


Charles Hesson Boyer, New Cumber- 
land, Pa., died Thursday morning, 
February 5, at Ft. Myers, Fla., where 
he and Mrs. Boyer were spending the 
winter. Mr. Boyer was stricken very 
suddenly from his busy life. He had 
been active in business and in Lu- 
theran Church work, in which he was 
deeply interested to the very last. 

Mr. Boyer was born in Atchison, 
Kan., October 14, 1868, the eldest son 
of Dr. Matthew G. Boyer, a Lutheran 
minister and home missionary. The 
family moved to Huntingdon County, 
Pa., when Charles was only two years 
old, and his early life was spent there, 
where his father was pastor. Mr. and 
Mrs. Boyer grew up together in that 
community and were married March 
2, 1892. They would have celebrated 
their golden wedding anniversary with- 
in one month. 

In addition to his wife, Jennie H. 
Boyer, Mr. Boyer is survived by a 
daughter, Mrs. Harold D. Foster of New 
Cumberland; a sister, Mrs. Leslie J. 
Vanderpool, and a brother, John B. 
Boyer, both of Penfield, Philadelphia. 
Another brother, Dr. Merle S. Boyer, 
formerly president of the National Ac- 
cident and Health Insurance Company 
of Philadelphia, preceded him in death 
by less than two months. A son, Merle, 
died of pneumonia resulting from army 
service in 1918. 

In his business life Mr. Boyer held 
many high positions. After success as 
an agent, promotions led to the man- 
agership of the General Accident In- 
surance Company of Perth, Scotland, 
at Philadelphia. He later became vice- 
president and general manager of the 
United States National Life and Cas- 
ualty Company of Chicago and pres- 
ident of the Old Republic Life Insur- 
ance Company of Chicago. At the time 
of his death Mr. Boyer was a director 
of the Lutheran Brotherhood Life In- 
surance Society, which position he had 
held almost since the organization was 
founded in 1917, and for which organ- 
ization Mr. Boyer had largely devoted 
his time and talent during the past 
twelve years in bringing its service to 
the entire eastern United States from 
his offices in Harrisburg and Chicago. 
Throughout his career, his wife was 
associated with him in business and 
held high positions in the companies he 
represented. 

While very actively engaged in busi- 
ness, Mr. Boyer was widely known in 
Lutheran Church and Brotherhood cir- 
cles, where he held prominent offices 
and in addition to his personal services 
his generosity was also very liberally 
manifest. For many years associated 
with him in these activities was his son- 
in-law, H. D. Foster, president of the 
East Penn Conference Brotherhood. 


Mr. Boyer served at one time as pres- 
ident of the Board of Trustees of Car- 
thage College, Illinois, for fourteen 
years, also as a trustee of the Lutheran 
Seminary at Maywood, Ill, and as a 
trustee of Gettysburg College. For a 
number of years he was treasurer of 
the Home Mission Board of the Illinois 
Synod and a director of the Family 
Altar League of Chicago. Previously 
he had helped to organize two home 
mission churches, the First English Lu- 
theran Church of Troy, N. Y., and the 
First English Lutheran Church of New 
Haven, Conn. For a number of years 
during the time that he was in Phila- 
delphia he was superintendent of St. 
Matthew’s Sunday school. 

In his busy life he always found time 
for his hobby of hunting and fishing. 

Present-day nation-wide interest in 
the Lutherans in military service re- 
calls to mind Mr. Boyer’s leadership in 
that work as chairman for the State of 
Illinois for the National Lutheran 
Council for Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Wel- 
fare during the first World War. Out 
of this organization grew the Lutheran 
Brotherhood of America, now known as 
the American Federation of Lutheran 
Brotherhoods, of which organization 
Mr. Boyer was the first vice-president. 

Ministers and lay delegates who 
were present when severai synods were 
merged to form the United Lutheran 
Church of America at Unity Lutheran 
Church, Chicago, in June 1917, will re- 
call Mr. Boyer as chairman of the En- 
tertainment Committee. 

Dr. Chester S. Simonton, pastor of 
Messiah Church, Harrisburg, where 
Mr. Boyer and family have been mem- 
bers for many years, officiated at the 
funeral service in Harrisburg. The 
Rev. Jerome Guss officiated at the in- 
terment February 9 at Marklesburg, 
Pennsylvania. 


Pastor G. S. Ekard 
Becomes Chaplain 


Tue Rev. Glenn S. Ekard, after serv- 
ing the Zion Parish, Lexington, South 
Carolina, six and one-half years, has 
resigned to accept a commission as 
chaplain in the United States Naval Re- 
serve, with rating of lieutenant (jg). 
He is stationed at the U. S. Naval Air 
Station, Corpus Christi, Texas, where 
he reported January 22, 1942. He did 
not take his family with him, but ex- 
pects them to follow as soon as ar- 
rangements can be made. 

Pastor Ekard held a farewell serv- 
ice at each of his churches January 18, 
when he delivered his final message to 
large congregations. The expression of 
regret at his resignation was in evi- 
dence, and his parishes bade him fare- 
well with sincere good wishes for suc- 


cess and happiness in his new field of 
service. 

The annual report for 1941 sub- 
mitted to the congregations indicated 
progress and stability. 

A summary report for Pastor 
Ekard’s pastorate shows the differ- 
ence in membership from 1935 to 1941. 
At Pilgrim the baptized membership 
increased from 247 to 269; confirmed — 
membership from 185 to 214; com- 
muning membership from 120 to 142; 
$5,073 was raised for current expenses 
and $3,253 for benevolences. At St. 
Peter’s the membership’ increased as 
follows: Baptized from 376 to 405; con- 
firmed from 255 to 300; and communing 
from 154 to 209; the amount raised for 
current expenses was $4,711, and for 
benevolences $1,802. Due to a greater 
net loss by death and transfer over 
gains, the membership at Zion varied 
as follows: Baptized, 289—275; con- 
firmed, 215—198; communing, 160—134. 
For current items the congregation 
raised $4,425; and for benevolences, 
$2,093. 

The three congregations raised a 
combined total of $21,759. 

Pastor Ekard was instrumental in 
effecting a better organization of the 
councils and congregations. An in- 
creased interest in parish education, 
evangelism, and the program of the 
synod and United Lutheran Church 
was cultivated. Emphasis was placed 
on catechization, regular church -at- 
tendance, and faithful communion. The 
children’s groups, parish schools, 
Women’s and Young People’s groups 
were encouraged to carry forward an 
effective program. Some material im- 
provements were realized, such as a 
new roof at St. Peter’s and the par- 
sonage, as well as painting the par- | 
sonage. 


OUR MISSIONARIES IN 
WARTIME 


(Continued from page 2) 


continue their normal work, and India 
missionaries on furlough will seek tem- 
porary employment in America. 

But all India missionaries on fur- 
lough and those evacuated from Japan 
and China will retain their status as — 
missionaries, and will be returned to 
their fields if and when the way opens. 
Those employed under a special agree- — 
ment with the Board of American Mis- 
sions will continue to have their sal- 
aries and children’s allowances paid by 
the Board of Foreign Missions through 
the Board of American Missions. This 
arrangement obtains also if foreign 
missionaries are employed by other | 
Boards or agencies of our Church. Ef- § 
forts are being made by the Council of 
Secretaries of the Board of Foreign 
Missions and the officers of the Women’s | 
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Missionary Society to secure suitable 
employment, preferably in our Church, 
for all furloughed or evacuated mis- 
sionaries. An ordained married mis- 
sionary is being considered for work 
in British Guiana, another for service 
in St. Thomas, Virgin Islands. 

_ As for Japan and China missionaries 
on furlough or evacuated, one ordained 
married man is preparing for special 
service in the navy, another is serving 
as a supply pastor, another has been 
appointed by the Board of American 
Missions to work among Icelanders and 


Japanese on the Pacific Coast, another - 


is employed by the United Danish 
Church to work among Japanese on 
the Pacific Coast. One of the single 
women missionaries is working under 
the direction of the Board of Education 
in Washington and Baltimore as a Stu- 
dent Fellow; another is employed as a 
parish worker and pastor’s secretary 
in Washington; another has taken a 
position as supervisor of a School for 
the Blind. Others, both men and 
women, have not yet found employ- 
ment; but there is every reason to be- 
lieve that they will soon be usefully 
and happily employed somewhere in 
America. 

Four single women missionaries 
were under appointment for service in 
India when the war broke out and one 
theologically trained young man was 
preparing to go to China. Employment 
has been, or will be, found for them 
also; and it is hoped that some day 
they may reach their destined fields 
of missionary work. 


LIBERIA, AFRICA 


The two doctors in Liberia, Carlton 
Moore and E. A. Flexman, when on 
account of health they had to leave the 
field in December 1941, crossed the 
Atlantic Ocean in safety and are now 
recuperating in America. But the field 
in Africa is left without a medical mis- 
sionary, and the women nurses there 
must carry a grave responsibility for a 
while. Both Dr. Moore and Dr. Flex- 
man have expressed their readiness to 
return to Liberia when their furloughs 
have ended, but of course there re- 
mains the uncertainty of securing 
transportation for them and for all 
other missionaries on furlough who de- 
sire to go back to Liberia. This uncer- 
tainty pertains also to the missionaries 
now in Liberia, whose furloughs are 
due in the near future. 


SOUTH AMERICA 

Missionaries are still able to travel 
to and from British Guiana and Argen- 
tina, and it is the plan of the Board to 
engthen the missionary force in both 

s. As already stated, no difficulty 
ever is being experienced in the 
ission of funds to our fields in 
America. 


Philadelphia Seminary 


Auxiliary Luncheon 


Unper the capable direction of Mrs. 
Oscar C. Schmidt as toastmistress, the 
third annual luncheon of the Women’s 
Auxiliary of the Philadelphia Seminary 
was an outstanding success. 

Mrs. F. Eppling Reinartz, president, 
welcomed 418 women, who came from 
eastern Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and 
New York to Gimbel’s Tea Room in 
Philadelphia February 4. 

Dr. O. Fred Nolde addressed the as- 
sembly on ‘New Ventures at the Sem- 
inary” (and reminded the women that 
their auxiliary is one of these ventures). 

“The seminary is alert, alive, look- 
ing out into the world, seeing its needs, 
trying to make its work effective in 
the life of today,” said Dr. Nolde. 

“The seminary exists to serve not 
merely a small group, but a large group 
which has influence throughout the 
world. The seminary must have an in- 
ternational point of view, aiding Chris- 
tians to plan ahead for peace.” 

The clinical program now being used 
in training seminary students gives an 
opportunity for practice of what is 
learned in the classroom, Dr. Nolde 
pointed out. Each student is assigned 
to a congregation for a period of one 
or two years, for experience in reading 
The Service, teaching in the Sunday 
school and weekday school. Oppor- 
tunity is also given each student for 
ministering to the sick in hospitals. 

A distinctive program was initiated 
last year, involving suspension of all 
regular classes for a period of several 
weeks to allow students time for inten- 
sive work on special assignments. Each 
student reports daily to his professors 
on his work; and by this method has 
time to learn to think, dig, and organize 
his findings. 

“We are not asleep. We are alert to 
radical changes under way in society. 
We seek to preserve that which makes 
things most worth while,” Dr. Nolde 
said. “And we seek to perpetuate our 
essential heritage, the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ.’ 

Mrs. P. P. Hagan, chairman of the 
finance committee, reported that spe- 
cial gifts from more than 400 members 
have totaled $916. The balance due on 
work already completed by the Aux- 
iliary is therefore cut to $600. 

The Board of Directors of the sem- 
inary was represented by the Rev. F. 
Eppling Reinartz, who expressed the 
great gratitude of seminary authorities 
for the splendid work of the Auxiliary. 
Mrs. Schmidt, chairman of the exten- 
sion committee, stated that plans have 
been completed for a rally in each of 
the conferences of the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania. The first was to be held 
in Lancaster, February 10, under the 
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direction of Mrs. Henry H. Bagger. 
Chairmen of rallies in other confer- 
ences are: Pottsville, Mrs. Emil W. 
Weber; Danville, Mrs. M. M. Enders; 
Wilkes-Barre, Mrs. W. Gordon Wil- 
liams; New Jersey, Mrs. C. Donald 
Heft; Reading, Mrs. Walter Wells; Nor- 
ristown, Mrs. Luther A. Krouse; Allen- 
town, Mrs. Harry Bascom. 

Since the luncheon a year ago, 272 
new members have been received into 
the Auxiliary, making a total member- 
ship of 1,535. 

THELMA S. RurFr, Sec. 


THEIR GIVING OVERFLOWS 
(Continued from page 7) 


than the giving of their elders. And 
their giving is intelligent. The Children 
of the Church can tell where their gifts 
are going. The Church has the promise 
of an intelligent, consecrated, and loyal 
adult membership within a few years if 
the Children of the Church project is 
properly supported in the congrega- 
tions. 

The year 1942 is already before the 
children, and with it there comes a new 
series of activities toward which the 
children may give. New objectives in 
the same causes, new opportunities for 
congregational, conference, and syn- 
odical secretaries and treasurers of the 
Children of the Church and for the 
children themselves. The following is 
a list of the activities for 1942: 


The support of the Rev. and 
Mrs. Paul L. Lewis and daugh- 
ter, Janet, missionaries to Africa 
—through the Board of Foreign 
MVINS SECIS arn nde mate oe ae oe 
Supply chancel furnishings for 
the mission church at Jackson, 
Miss.—through the Board of 
American Missions icc 
Contribute to the library fund 
for our two Motherhouses— 
through the Board of Deaconess 
Work 
Support eight dependent chil- 
dren—through ,the Board of 
Ministerial Pensions and Relief 
Help tc train pastors in Water- 
loo Seminary, Canada—through 
the Board of Education. ................ 
Assist with the work of the deaf 
and blind—through the Board 
OL Social Missions oo cite edew 
Provide a helpful leaflet for our 
homes—through the Parish and 
Church School Board .......0.00....... 
Help our churches start and 
carry on the Children of the 
Church 


$2,300 


2,300 


400 


400 


400 


400 


300 


5,500 


TOTAL $12,000 

“A little child shall lead them.” May 

we lead the little children that they 
may lead us. 
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CONGREGATIONS GROWING TOWARD SELF-SUPPORT 
Lutheran Churches Care for Service Men 


Trinity Church, St. Petersburg, the 
Rev. Henry V. Kahlenberg pastor, in 
observing its thirtieth anniversary last 
year set a debt reduction goal of 
$10,000. Success attended this effort 
and $10,154 was applied to amortization 
of the mortgage. This year an attempt 
is under way to reduce the indebted- 
ness still more by March 1, and it is 
planned to reduce the principal in- 
debtedness by another $10,000. Loyal 
members and many friends who wor- 
ship in Trinity Church during the tour- 
ist season have made possible this 
splendid financial record. 


Bethlehem Church, Lake City, is be- 
ing supplied by the Rev. J. C. Nicholas, 
retired, member of the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania. Bethlehem is a rural 
church, the oldest Lutheran congrega- 
tion in Florida. Its membership is de- 
voted to the church and loyal to the 
work, although for many years they 
have had only supply pastoral services 
the greater part of the time. 


At St. Paul’s, Tampa, the Rev. Robert 
E. Van Deusen pastor, three morning 
services during the fall were given over 
to the presentation of the work of one 
of the organizations—the Luther 
‘League, the Children of the Church 
group, and the Women’s Auxiliary. The 
Brotherhood organizations of St. Paul’s, 
and of Trinity, St. Petersburg, enter- 
tained each other’s membership on two 
different occasions recently. The Luther 
League was host to the Central Con- 
ference District rally. 


St. Paul’s Church observed its fif- 
teenth anniversary with a congrega- 
tional dinner January 15, with Dr. 
‘George F. Snyder, who organized the 
church and served as pastor until 1940, 
as the speaker. An anniversary service 
was held January 18. The Rev. Louis 
T. Bowers, missionary to Liberia, 
Africa, was the speaker. At that serv- 
ice new electric candlabra were ded- 
icated. 


Pastor Van Deusen has inaugurated 
preaching services for a group of Lu- 
therans residing at Bradenton, forty 
miles south of Tampa. With the as- 
sistance of Pastor Kahlenberg of St. 
Petersburg, services have been held 
each Sunday afternoon. The attend- 
ance has run from 80 to 55, “and hearty 
enthusiasm and activity have been 
shown by the lay people of Braden- 
ton.” 


The Rev. Paul G. McCullough, pas- 
tor of Holy Trinity, Miami, reports 


By W. E. Pucu 


1941 as one of the best years financially 
in the history of the parish. All cur- 
rent obligations have been paid and the 
apportionment provided for in full. 
The first mortgage indebtedness has 
been retired. The church has been re- 
roofed; attendance at services has 
been good, and all organizations have 
functioned effectively. The tenth an- 
niversary of the first service held in 
the present church pbuilding was ob- 
served in February; the pipe organ is 
paid for; January 1, 1942, the church 
became self-supporting, no longer re- 
ceiving aid on pastor’s salary from the 
Board of American Missions. 


Trinity Church, Jacksonville, of which 
the writer has been the pastor since 
organization, observed the fifteenth an- 
niversary January 25. A mimeographed 
booklet was issued in which is re- 
corded a summary of statistics as to 


THE LUTHERAN 


membership and finances, as well as a 


list of the present membership. To 


date twelve men of the congregation 
have entered the armed service of the 
country. 


The Lutheran churches of Jackson- 
ville, St. John’s, St. Mark’s, Trinity— 
and also Grace (Missouri Synod)—are 
working together earnestly trying to be 


helpful in behalf of the large number | 


of Lutheran men now stationed at 
Camp Blanding and the United States 
Naval Air Station, both located near 
the city. : 


Florida Lutherans had the privilege 


and profit of a visit to the synod’s | 
churches of the Rev. Louis T. Bowers, — 


missionary to Liberia, in January. He 


spoke in Jacksonville, at the District | 


Conference meeting in West Palm 


Beach, and in Grace Church, Lakeland, | 
addressed the missionary District Con- | 


ference. Missionary Bowers preached 
in St. Paul’s, Tampa, and Trinity, St. 
Petersburg, January 18. His visit and 


splendid appeals in behalf of foreign | 


missions will no doubt bear much 
fruit, especially in regard to the India 
Centennial Fund. 
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THOUGHTFULNESS FOR MEN IN COUNTRY’S SERVICE 
Lutheran Congregations Have Encouraging Reports 


With the declaration of war by the 
United States government upon the 
Axis powers, more than five hundred 
young men from the Pocono area have 
either been called to the colors through 
the Selective Service program or by 
enlistment. Some of these men who 
had previously enlisted were among 
those who were engaged in the 
Hawaiian Islands. Among the many 
who have joined the fighting forces 
from Monroe County, nearly one hun- 
dred are members of Lutheran congre- 
gations. In most cases, contact is being 
kept with these boys through cor- 
respondence by pastors and members 
of the Brotherhoods. 

In many letters received from the 
boys in the service high praise has been 
given to the work that is being done by 
our Lutheran Service Centers near the 
camps. The boys are loud in praise of 
the interest that is being shown and 
not a few have been privileged to 
maintain a splendid communion record 
through the efforts of the pastors in 
charge of these centers. Some of our 
congregations have placed a “Service 
Roll” in their churches, so that all 
members may know those who are 
serving the nation in these trying times. 
The boys are presented with testaments 
or Army and Navy Service Books be- 


By P. N. WoHLSEN 


fore leaving for camp. It is certain that . 
such interest on the part of congrega- — 
tions will help these men to retain a 


deep and abiding interest in the church. 


On the Home Front 


In many of our congregations work 


is being done by members to maintain © 
a proper home defense front. George 


T. Robinson, Esq., an active member of 
St. John’s, Stroudsburg, is the head of 


the home defense movement in the — 


Pocono area, and a number of members 
are serving in various capacities. 
Shortly after the declaration of war 
upon Japan, a War Service Committee 
was formed in St. John’s Church, 
Stroudsburg, in which representatives 


of all organized groups united to plan — 


and execute various forms of service 
on the home front. Mrs. P. N. Wohlsen, 
wife of the pastor, is chairlady, and is 
ably assisted by four co-leaders. A 
large room in the church has been 
fitted for sewing purposes and each day 
finds a large number of women at 
work. Classes in Red Cross First Aid 
have been formed with more than sixty 
members. Every phase of defense work 
is being carried on. This movement in 
St. John’s has won the commendation 
of officials who are high in the affairs 
of both county and state. 
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Richard Crooks Aids Red Cross 
On the evening of January 23, the 
large auditorium of the Sherman The- 
ater was crowded to capacity to listen 
to the great Metropolitan tenor, Richard 
Crooks, who stirred the souls of the 
multitude that heard him. Mr. Crooks 
makes his home in the Poconos, and 
when the appeal was made for a quota 
of $20,000 to be raised in Monroe 
County as war relief for the American 
Red Cross, he generously offered his 
service, without cost, to the committee 
for this concert. It is certain that this 
fine spirit of loyalty, as well as the ex- 
cellence of his voice, has won for him 
the high praises of the citizenry of this 
region. Through his efforts, as well as 
the generosity of the citizens of the 
Poconos, Monroe County exceeded its 
quota by more than $1,500. Mr. H. L. 
Keiper, active member of St. John’s, 
was chairman of the committee. 


Preparing for Youth Camps 

During the month of January, Camp 
Director LeRoi Snyder held a two 
days’ session at Pocono Manor with the 
counselors and workers to prepare for 
the coming summer at Camp Miller for 
boys and Camp Hagan for girls, which 
are conducted along the Delaware 
River above Shawnee by the Minis- 
terium of Pennsylvania. From all re- 
ports, the summer of 1942 will be a 
banner year at both of these camps, 
and it is certain that hundreds of Lu- 
theran boys and girls will profit by 
their stay at these camps. 


Encouraging Work 
At the recent annual meeting of St. 
John’s Church, Stroudsburg, it was 
found necessary to change plans to 
celebrate the diamond jubilee of the 
congregation. It had been decided that 
this event was to be marked by the 
erection of a parish house in the rear 
of the present church; but owing to the 
plans of the Commonwealth to con- 
struct a military highway in front of 
the church, with parking restrictions, it 
was found necessary to utilize the lot 
in the rear as parking space for wor- 
shipers. Because of this condition, as 
well as inability to secure necessary 
materials, the anniversary committee 
Was instructed to investigate the pos- 
sibility of purchasing additional prop- 
erty adjacent to the present property. 
The plan calls for the use of such prop- 
erty as a temporary church house. At 
the close of the war it will be available 
erection of the needed structure. 
It was further decided to celebrate the 
75th anniversary late in the spring of 
1942. All reports of officers were most 
encouraging. St. John’s again met its 
apportionment in full for the year 1941, 
exceeded its quota in the United Ap- 
peal, and continued to support its 
‘Parish abroad in India. 


Announcement was recently made 
that Grace congregation of East 
Stroudsburg had burned another $500 
indebtedness bond as a part of the pro- 
gram to liquidate its heavy indebted- 
ness by 1946, when the congregation 
will celebrate its forty-fifth anniver- 
sary. The Rev. J. S. Kistler is pastor 
of this energetic congregation, which 
also celebrated the forty-second anni- 
versary of the organization of its church 
school in January. 


Good Friday Service 

The Lutheran congregations of the 
Pocono region are again preparing for 
the proper observance of Good Friday 
with a special three-hour service in St. 
John’s, Stroudsburg. Last year, when 
this service was introduced, there was 
an unusually large number of Luther- 
ans from Monroe County in attendance. 
All of the pastors will co-operate and 
present a message on a Word from the 
Cross, with singing of hymns led by 
St. John’s Choir. 


Great joy filled the hearts of the 
members of St. Mark’s, Appenzell, and 
St. Paul’s, Tannersville, when informed 
that the officers had paid off the $1,200 
balance of indebtedness incurred 
through the erection of the beautiful 
parsonage, which was built five years 
ago. Both congregations are now free 
of debt, through the untiring efforts 
of the popular pastor, the Rev. D. M. 
Latshaw. 


During the fall and winter months 
the citizens of the Pocono region de- 
cided to eliminate repeated drives and 
campaigns for funds to enable the va- 
rious agencies of the county to function 
efficiently. The result of many meet- 
ings was the organization of the Monroe 
County Welfare Federation, which will 
operate a Community Chest, through 
which all character building and char- 
itable agencies will be financed in the 
future. Upon the organization of this 
body the following Lutherans were 
chosen to serve on its Board of Trus- 
tees: the Hon. C. H. Rhodes, LL.D., 
Judge of Pennsylvania Superior Court; 
Herman V. Yeager of Pocono Manor, 
H. L. Keiper, John B: Dunkelberger, 
George T. Robinson, and Pastor P. N. 
Wohlsen of St. John’s, Stroudsburg, 
and Frank B. Michaels of Grace Church, 
East Stroudsburg. 


Nova Scotia News 


By Dovctas A. Conrap 


For the second time within a year, 
Nova Scotians, and Lutherans espe- 
cially, had the honor of greeting their 
Royal Highnesses, Crown Prince Olaf 
and Crown Princess Martha of Norway. 
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They arrived at Halifax January 23, 
and the next day motored to Lunen- 
burg, where they spent two days. On 
Sunday morning they attended a serv- 
ice in Zion Lutheran Church, which 
was attended by the men of Camp Nor- 
way, and by hundreds of the citizens 
of the town. The service was conducted 
jointly by the Rev. George Innes, pas- 
tor of Zion Church, and the Rev. B. 
Hindal, pastor of the Norwegian Sea- 
men’s Mission at Halifax. The service 
was printed on special folders in Eng- 
lish and Norwegian, and was very im- 
pressive. The Junior and Senior Choirs 
of Zion Church had charge of the 
music. 

After their return to the city, the 
Royal Couple visited the Norwegian 
Mission, and greeted the men there. 


With a view to organizing the men 
of the church for more active service, 
a supper meeting was held in Zion 
Church, Lunenburg, recently. The Rev. 
C. H. Whitteker, president of synod, 
was the guest speaker, and addressed 
the gathering on “The Church and the 
Men.” 


Resurrection Church at Halifax has 
just closed one of the most successful 
years in its history. During the past 
year, a start was made to pay off the 
mortgages on the church property, and 
plans were laid for 1942, whereby it is 
hoped that a substantial amount will 
be paid to the holders of the first and 
second mortgages. 

Some of the notable events of the 
past year were the visit of the Crown 
Prince and Princess of Norway in Feb- 
ruary; the installation of the new chime 
system in the church tower during 
Holy Week, which is now completely 
paid; the organization of the Children 
of the Church; the beginning of an 
evangelistic campaign in which the 
members of the church have enrolled; 
the addition of nineteen new members. 


In the Conquerall Parish, Ascension 
Church, Conquerall Mills, was the re- 
cipient of two memorial gifts: a new 
lamp for the choir loft, presented in 
memory of Solomon Naugler by a num- 
ber of his descendants, and a pair of 
brass candlesticks in memory of Philip 
Meisner, presented by his wife. These 
gifts were dedicated at a special serv- 
ice, when the Rev. C. H. Whitteker was 
the special speaker. 


Mr. Clark Rowland, instructor in 
music at Carthage College, has been 
named the outstanding young man in 
the city of Carthage, IIl., for 1941. The 
distinction is made annually by the 
Carthage Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce. Since receiving the award, Mr. 
Rowland has joined the country’s 
armed forces and is stationed at Camp: 
Grant, near Rockford, IL. 


The church school contributed $1,293.92. 
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LANGUAGE PRIVILEGES FOR LOS ANGELES SCHOOLS 
Glendale Congregation Thirty Years Old 


War agitation is having a decided 
effect on our educational program. In 
order to meet government demands 
for fully and quickly prepared men 
and women—men and women efficient 
in lines that will best serve the press- 
ing needs of the War Department—the 
universities of California are consider- 
ing the feasibility of extending the 
school term to include the entire year, 
and possibly reducing the course to 
three years. 

Anent this agitation, the Japanese 
colony in Los Angeles is asking that 
they be allowed to resume teaching 
their language. They have been con- 
ducting their own schools, after public 
school hours, using their own Japanese 
textbooks sent them from Japan. The 
colony itself voluntarily closed these 
schools when war was declared. The 
proposition now to reopen them is 
meeting with opposition on the part of 
the Board of Education on the two- 
fold ground that the schools are with- 
out supervision by the Board, as the 
constitution requires, and that the books 
stress the Japanese religion, social sys- 
tem, and political ideals. The Board 
contends that these foreign ideals 
should not be taught, especially now 
that Japan is our declared enemy. 
(This is reported as a mere item of 
news.) 

Several nine-year-old children in 
Los Angeles are being commended for 
offering the contents of their savings 
banks to purchase Defense Bonds, to 
help “lick the Japs,” as one of the 
children is reported to have said. 

Thus the war spirit is cultivating 
even in children class hatred and a re- 
taliation attitude: though seemingly 
necessary. What a pity! 

Much as we crave peace—even world 
peace—and look longingly for the 
“Coming of the Lord”’—may it be that 
our Adventist brethren are moved by 
over assurance in their interpretation 
of the Prophetic Word? 

“The Sword of the Lord and of 
Gideon” has ever played a prominent 
part in the struggle for liberty and jus- 
tice among men. May it not be that 
our marching orders, “Go Ye,’ imply 
that Christian faith and Christian en- 
deavor shall yet, somehow, through the 
leadership of the “Captain of our sal- 
vation,” bring about such results as 
shall be worthy of the “Millennial 
Dawn”? Even the most pacific among 
us would not shirk the ordeal of death, 
if need be, in struggling against un- 
righteousness. 

All this is a challenge to the public 


By Joun A. M. ZiIEcLER 


press, both secular and religious, to 
maintain and to cultivate confidence in 
the final victory for peace and good 
will in the earth, no matter what type 
of civil government may issue. Speak- 
ing only for the Los Angeles area, we 
are confident that the secular press al- 
most unanimously is bolstering up the 
morale of the people, discouraging any 
unpatriotic trends and unchristian at- 
titudes. 

Judging from their announced ser- 
mon themes, the Lutheran pastors in 
Southern California, of whatever syn- 
odical connection, are preaching bib- 
lical and evangelical doctrine—Lu- 
theran doctrine, at that. 


The Church in Glendale 

The First Lutheran Church of Glen- 
dale was organized July 7, 1912, with 
25 charter members, the Rev. M. F. 
Rinker pastor. In these thirty years, 
the church has been served by six pas- 
tors: M. F. Rinker, G. Wenning, W. R. 
Mottern, H. C. Funk, Paul L- Miller, 
and since 1937 James P. Beasom, Jr. 
The annual report for 1941 tells a story 
of remarkable accomplishment. We 


» select but a few of the many interest- 


ing items. In his report, Pastor Beasom 
says in part: Within the last few years 
the whole plant has been rebuilt, re- 
stuccoed, repainted; the parish house 
has been enlarged and dedicated to the 
honor of Mary L. Anderson, and an 
educational building has been con- 
structed. . . . Much of the harvest of 
today is due to the planting and cul- 
tivation of preceding years. . . . God 
has seen fit to pour out many blessings 
upon us. We have grown and grown. 
. .. We have worked together in har- 
mony for the Lord and His kingdom. 
Pastor Beasom is ably supported by 
Dr. W. R. Mottern, pastor emeritus. A 
new work is being started by the con- 
gregation in the nearby thriving city 
of Burbank. The Board of American 
Missions has commissioned the Rev. 
Lawrence C. Vosseler, brother of Dr. 
Vosseler in San Diego, as associate pas- 
tor, to take charge of the new work. 
The present total confirmed member- 
ship is 802. There was a net gain of 
150 in 1941. Average attendance of the 
church school for the year was 268. 
The Women’s Guild and Missionary 
Society have a combined membership 
of 175. There are Senior, Intermediate 
and Junior Luther Leagues; a Broth- 
erhood; a Luther Club; a Business and 
Professional Women’s organization. 
Total receipts for 1941 were $17,941.98, 
of which $6,513.52 was for benevolence. 


The mortgage loan of $6,513.52, of which 
$450 was to the Board of American 
Missions, was canceled at a church ban- 
quet, January 2, 1942, with 300 persons 
present. 


February 1, Dr. J. George Dorn cele- 
brated the fifteenth anniversary of his 
pastorate in Hollywood. One of Dr. 
Dorn’s most helpful contributions to 
public worship is his “Good Friday 
Service,” now in its fourth edition. 
Many thousands of copies have been 
used in non-Lutheran churches, as well 
as in the Lutheran churches in and 
about Los Angeles. The service is ar- 
ranged about the “Seven Words” from 
the Cross, with Collects, Passion His- 
tory and hymns based on the Common 
Service Book. 


he Venange am 


By L. W. Rupp 


On the last day of the first month of 
1942 the sheaf of Pittsburgh Synod — 
news unfolds with a series of 


Pastoral Personalities 

which take us first to Erie and the glad 
word that Dr. E. M. Gearhart is re- 
covering fully from his illness and 
operation of last November. January 
14 Luther Memorial congregation sent 
him and Mrs. Gearhart to Florida, 
though he plans to be back in the pul- 
pit by the end of Lent. Pastors John 
Keehley and G. A. Hetrick carry on 
the pastoral work. Dr. Gearhart’s “va- 
cation” is made happy by the success 
of last fall’s effort to liquidate the 
$85,000 debt; by the time the two-year 
period for payments is over the debt 
will be cleared. 


Another miracle of medical science 
is reported by Pastor F. W. Rettman of 
the First Hungarian Church, Hazel- 
wood, Pittsburgh. Through medical 
skill Pastor Rettman’s hearing is re- 
stored; his had been thought a hopeless 
case. Despite this, the congregation has 
loyally stood by the pastor with pa- 
tience and understanding. Now, as Pas- 
tor Rettman says, “they understand 
better what Christ meant when He 
said to the deaf man, ‘Be opened.’ ” 


Would an injury suffered when mak- 
ing pastoral calls require “workmen’s 
compensation”? Pastor Paul Schnur, 
Holy Trinity, Irwin, does not ask the 
question, but does refer to his semi- 
invalidism since January 5, due to a 
bruised shin-bone sustained when 
calling. The fact that accidents do oc- 
cur opens the door for thought of the 
hazards even in ministerial activity. 
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Pastor Schnur notes Holy Trinity’s ac- 
somplishments as revealed in reports 
to the congregational meeting January 
8: synodical apportionment in excess 
for second consecutive year; house ad- 
acent to church purchased for parish 
all use and 30 per cent of cost paid; 
udget for the new year oversubscribed 
ind pastor’s salary increased 15 per 
eent; the 1942 objective to be painting 
and beautifying of the church interior. 


_ The sixteen-year pastorate of the 
7. Calvin S. Brewer in the Baden- 
Sonway Parish closed December 31. 
On the twenty-ninth the parish ten- 
dered Pastor and Mrs. Brewer a fare- 
well, with program given by the 
Women’s Club of Baden, the Girl Scouts, 
and others. Appropriate gifts were 
tendered the honor guests, including a 
purse. January 11 Pastor Brewer was 
installed in his new field, St. Peter’s, 
North East, Erie Conference President 
S. S. Schweikert officiating. 


The West Conference also loses Pas- 
tor George J. Baisler, who on January 
31 closed eight years in St. Peter’s, 
Evans City, to become pastor of the 
First Church, New Kensington. The 
summary of the eight years reveals 233 
nhew members received, 120 baptisms 
of which 17 were adults, 140 confirmed, 
38 marriages, and 76 funerals. St. 
Peter’s membership grew to 781 bap- 
tized, 615 confirmed and 471 com- 
muning. Features of the pastorate show 
introduction of robes for pastor and 
senior choir, redecoration of the church, 
installation of new heating system, 
building of retaining wall, organization 
of Brotherhood and Intermediate 
League, and reduction of debt to $2,100. 
The 1941 report showed all bills paid 
and balance of almost $1,000, with 
benevolence of $2,217. 


Sorrow Entered Three Parsonages 
in recent weeks. Late in the fall Pas- 
tors Donald and Bernard Fettterly 
were suddenly called back to their boy- 
hood home, the St. Lawrence Parish, 
Morrisburg, Ontario, by their father’s 
death. Donald serves our Saxonburg 
Parish, and Bernard is superintendent 
of the Passavant Memorial Homes, 
Rochester, Pa., both in the West Con- 
ference. The father’s death disrupted 
plans to take part in the anniversary 
of the Morrisburg congregation, at 
which Pastor Bernard had been sched- 
uled to speak. 


_ Mrs. C. W. Baker of the First Church 
parsonage in Duquesne, lost her father 
shortly before Christmas. Mrs. Baker 
is president of the Pittsburgh Synod’s 
en’s Missionary Society, and a 
nember of the executive board of the 
_L. C. A. Society. 


Sastor Robert W. Hahne, St. John’s, 
rt, receives sympathy because 


of his father’s death. Mr. Hahne had 
been a member of the Duquesne con- 
gregation, Dr. C. W. Baker pastor, 
since 1919, and for the past eight years 
had been a member of the council. 


Loss of active members and placing 
of memorials to former workers in- 
troduces a series of familiar names. 
December 14 St. Luke’s Church, Saxon- 
burg Parish, the Rev. Donald Fetterly 
pastor, placed a plaque in memory of 
H. L. Maurhoff, who died in an auto- 
mobile accident in May 1941. For most 
of his life Mr. Maurhoff was the super- 
intendent of the Sunday school and for 
many years a member of the church 
council. St. Luke’s suffered another 
loss in the sudden death in December 
of Ira Burlbaugh, superintendent of the 
primary department. 


Dr. C. W. Baker’s church, First, 
Duquesne, has dedicated an alms basin, 
gift of the Queen Esther Class, in mem- 
ory of Miss Anna Lehmann. 


St. James Church, Youngstown, Pa., 
the Rev. J. L. Fischer pastor, suffered 
the loss of a faithful member when 
Arthur Clair Robb was accidentally 
killed while hunting; 


Lancaster 
Conference News 


By Grorce B. AMMON 


JANUARY 25 the Rev. Luther Bealer, 
graduate of the Philadelphia Seminary, 
was installed as the new pastor of St. 
James, Lebanon, and St. John’s, Mt. 
Aetna. Pastor Bealer is a member of 
Emmanuel Church, Pottstown, the Rev. 
Luther Krouse pastor, and was or- 
dained in his home church by the pres- 
ident of the Ministerium of Pennsyl- 
vania, Dr. E. P. Pfatteicher, the pre- 
ceding Sunday. Instead of placing the 
two congregations in a parish, an ex- 
periment for one year will be made 
whereby each congregation preserves 
its own identity. If at the end of the 
year everything works satisfactorily, 
the parish will be constituted in the 
regular way. 


St. John’s, Fredericksburg, the Rev. 
J. H. Diehl pastor, was rededicated 
December 16 with special services and 
sermon by the president of conference, 
Dr. H. C. Fry. The building has under- 
gone extensive renovations, a new roof, 
new additions to the interior, and com- 
plete redecoration. The nave is par- 
ticularly attractive for a rural church 
in its churchly appointments. 


St. John’s, Shiremanstown, the Rev. 
Dr. H. C. Fry pastor, was rededicated 
February 8. In the morning Dr. Pfat- 
teicher preached the sermon, and in 
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the evening the pastor was in charge. 
Former pastors, E. L. Wessinger and 
Claude O. Dierolf, as well as neighbor- 
ing pastors, were included in services 
held the following week. A children’s 
altar and one for the Senior Depart- 
ment; memorial candelabra, paraments, 
dossal and other memorials have been 
placed. 


“The Call of the Cross” will be ,the 
theme of the series of seven Lenten 
Sunday evening pulpit exchange ser- 
mons, to be presented by the following 
pastors of the conference in one an- 
other’s parishes: George B. Ammon, 
Myron Eichner, W. R. Knerr, Harold 
F. Minnich, Willard G. Weida, Paul R. 
Wertman and George W. Wilt. 


Personals 

The president of the Lancaster Con- 
ference, Dr. H. C. Fry, recently re- 
ceived the “Silver Beaver” at a ban- 
quet of Scout leaders in Harrisburg. 
Dr. Fry received this highest award in 
scouting for distinguished service to 
boyhood. The citation included state- 
ments concerning religious activity, 
civic and social connections in which 
Pastor Fry was engaged. 


The Rev. Dr. E. A. Repass of Colum- 
bia, Pa., has been advised that his lit- 
erary work has been recognized in two 
anthologies. One, the “Who’s Who in 
American Poetry” for 1941, contains his 
poem, “Peace on Earth,” and a portrait 
and biographical sketch. The other is 
a biographical sketch in the compila- 
tion of religious leaders of America. 
Dr. Repass was pastor of the First Lu- 
theran Church, Columbia, and retired 
November 1, 1941. He is now supply- 
ing the pulpit of the Rev. James Bris- 
tol in Camden, N. J. 


Lutheran Gatherings 

The annual social meeting of the 
Lutheran Pastoral Association of Lan- 
caster and Vicinity was held Monday 
evening, January 12, at St. Paul’s 
Church, Lititz, the Rev. E. P. Truchses 
pastor. A committee including the Rev. 
Alvin Butz, the Rev. George Klick and 
the Rev. Robert Schenk prepared a 
splendid program, enjoyed by twenty- 
eight pastors and their wives. 


The Brotherhood of the Lancaster 
Conference held a very fine and well- 
attended meeting in Christ Church, 
Elizabethtown, the Rev. Frank Cro- 
man pastor, January 18, when Joseph 
Baker, D.D., of York spoke. 


The Lancaster Club, Muhlenberg 
College Alwmni, held their semi-an- 
nual meeting December 5 at Lancaster, 
when ,“Bill” Ritter, instructor in phys- 
ical education at Muhlenberg, Mr. 
Perry Kendig of the English Depart- 
ment and Mr. John H. Wagner, newly 
elected alumni secretary, spoke about 
the work being done at the college. 
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A Rearrangement Plan 
for Parishes 


Fesruary 1, a Parish Rearrangement 
Plan became effective, by which St. 
Peter’s Congregation, Lexington, S. C., 
will no longer be a part of Zion Parish, 
but became a member of the new Lex- 
ington Parish, along with St. John’s 
and Pisgah churches. The Lexington 
Parish has consisted of the latter two 
churches, together with Nazareth and 
Providence. 

Under the rearrangement, Prov- 
idence will become a part of the new 
Zion Parish along with Pilgrim and 
Zion churches. Nazareth will establish 
relations with St. Matthew’s and St. 
James in the Red Bank Parish. 

The re-arrangement plan has been 


UNITED 
STATES 


SAVINGS 


St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Sixth & Market Sts., Wilmington, N. C. 
Welcomes Tourists 
Service Men’s Center for Lutherans 
at Camp Davis 
SERVICES 11:00 A. M. and 8:00 P. M. 
WALTER B. FREED, Pastor 


MIAMI, FLORIDA 


HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
S. W. Cor. Eighth Ave. at Second Street 
REV. PAUL G. McCULLOUGH, Pastor 
Sunday School: 9.45 A. M. 
Divine Worship: 11.00 A.M. and 7.30 P.M. 


sponsored by the committee on pastoral 
charges of the Western Conference. 
This committee, together with the su- 
perintendent of synod, the Rev. T. F. 
Suber, has called numerous meetings 
of key members of councils and con- 
gregations to discuss and explain the 
plan. Finally congregational elections 
were held, resulting in the adoption of 
the plan by all nine churches. 

The plan will eliminate overlapping 
of parishes and somewhat reduce the 
area to be covered by the pastors in 
reaching their churches and the homes 
of their members. It will place three 
churches in each parish with the 
churches of each parish contiguous. 
The plan provides an approximate 
equalization of members to be served 
by each pastor, and incidentally a fair 
adjustment of salary for the pastors. 
Each parish will have an established 
parsonage. 

The Rev. B. S. Dasher is pastor of 
the Red Bank Parish. The Rev. L. L. 
Swygert was formerly pastor of the 
Lexington Parish. The Rev. Glenn S. 
Ekard, who has served the Zion Par- 
ish for six and one-half years, resigned, 
effective January 31, 1942. 

The adjustment will give the Zion 
Parish 517 members, Lexington Parish 
537 members, and the Red Bank Parish 
457 members. 

Time will clarify the anticipated ad- 
vantages of this rearrangement. The 
sponsors of the plan are convinced that 
similar parish adjustments could be 
made with like advantages in other 
areas of the synod. 


A New Congregation 


A NEW congregation was organized at 
South Beloit, Ill., January 18, with 
eighty-two charter members. J. H. 
Dressler, D.D., of Northwestern Sem- 
inary, preached the sermon. A bap- 
tismal service for children was held in 
the evening, at which the president of 
the synod, Dr. R. H. Gerberding, was 
the speaker. Thirty-seven were 
brought into the church at this serv- 
ice. The congregation adopted the name 
of Faith Church. 


MESSIAH LUTHERAN 


"THE FRIENDLY CHURCH" 
In the heart of Philadelphia 


DR. ROSS STOVER, Pastor 
A WELCOME AWAITS YOU 


Sundays: 9 A. M. 10 A.M. 11 A. M. 7.30 P. M. 
Thursday Nights: 7.30 P. M. 


Thursday Night at Messiah 


FEB. 22— The Beginning of FIVE LENTEN SUNDAY NIGHTS. 


(Thousands attend.) 


In historic Academy of 


Music. fs 
MAR. 29—Palm Sunday Night, Convention Hall. 13,500 Seats, Great Choir, 370 Ushers, Over- 


owed last year. 


APR. 5—Easter Sunrise Service, Temple University Stadium. 
(Our members in their sacrificial efforts ask your prayers.) 


THE LUTHERAN | 


Faith Church is the result first of 
agitation by the Rev. Frank A. Berg 
of the Beloit, Wis., church for an in- 
vestigation of the need of a church in 
the adjoining Illinois city. Synodical 
Missionary Shelhart began canvassing 
in August 1941 and soon discovered that 
the need was great. The city has a pop- 
ulation of some 2,800 and has no Prot- 
estant church. The response to his in- 
vitation to services has been unusually 
large for new work. The congregation 
has been using the American Legion 
hall. Its facilities are adequate for the 
time being, and the congregation will 
not need to be rushed into a building 
program. The Women’s Missionary So- 
ciety of the Wisconsin Conference has 


t 


b 


he 


provided chairs and other equipment | 


to facilitate the work. 

Steps are being taken to put the 
young church’s finances in such condi- 
tion as to enable it to call its own pas- 
tor with Mission Board help so as to 
release Missionary Shelhart for similar 
pioneer work elsewhere after Easter. 


An Encouraging Report 


THE annual report for 1941 to the 
Sabbath Association of Western Penn- 
sylvania, by its executive secretary, Dr. 
R. M. Blackwood of Pittsburgh, re- 
vealed that onslaughts against the 
Lord’s Day in the Pennsylvania Legis- 


lature were halted in 1941. All anti- ~ 


Sabbath bills, nine in the House and | 
five in the Senate, were defeated, most | 
of them in committees. Among the cas- — 
ualties was a Sunday Bowling Bill, a — 
bill for the sale of liquors until two ~ 
o’clock Sunday mornings, and a vicious © 


race track bill. In twelve municipalities 
in western Pennsylvania where ref- 
erendums on Sunday movies were held, 
the churches, aided by this Association, 
won ten. 


Dr. G. Arthur Fry, pastor of St. 


Luke’s Church, Pittsburgh, Pa., is one | 


of the active directors. 


Lay Member Honored 


Hoxry Triniry Cuurcy, Elgin, Ill, the 


Rev. Harmon J. McGuire pastor, at the - 


annual meeting held January 20, hon- 
ored Mr. Hugo D. Romeis by electing 
him an honorary member of the church 
council for life. 

This honor comes after many years 
of active and faithful service. Mr. 
Romeis served as secretary of the con- 
gregation for many years during the 
early history of the church, and a long 
and faithful term as treasurer. 

Mr. Romeis possesses a very keen 
appreciation of the Lord’s teachings 


concerning stewardship. Just recently 
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If You're Going to the Movies 


CONSULT THESE ESTIMATES OF CURRENT FEATURE FILMS 


Films ‘marked M may appeal to Mature Audience. 
Films marked Y may appeal to Young People. 


Films marked € may appeal to Children. 


Prepared by Independent Filmscores, a private reviewing service 


The Girl from 
Leningrad 
(Artkino) 

A. Abukesov 
Z. Fyodorova 


Look Who’s 
Laughing (RKO) 
Lucile Ball 
Edgar Bergen 

and McCarthy 
Fibber McGee 
and Molly 


The Man Who 
Came to Dinner 
(War.) 

Bette Davis 
Monty Wooley 
Ann Sheridan 
R. Travis 


Pacific Blackout 
(Par.) 
P. Merrivale 
M. O'Driscoll 
R. Preston 


‘The Perfect Snob 
(Fox) 
Lynn Bari 
C. Greenwood 
C. Ruggles 

’ Cornell Wilde 


The Shanghai 
Gesture (UA) 
Phyllis Brooks 
Waiter Huston 
Victor Mature 
Ona Munson 
Gene Tierney 


Target for Tonight. 


Drama showing work of 
Soviet nurses at front dur- 
ing 1940 war with Finns, 
from enlistment to final 
triumph under fire. Vivid 
shots of actual fighting. 


Comedy. The popular radio 
comedians meet at Wishful 
Vista, where Bergen helps 
McGee secure airplane 
plant for the village. 


Comedy about the self-cen- 
tered lecturer who, injured 
on their doorstep, disrupts 
the entire life of a small- 
town family for weeks on 
end. 


Melodrama. Nazi agents 
plot to wreck plane factory 
during practice blackout, 
are foiled by young mur- 
der suspect they had 
framed. 


Comedy. Mother is set on 
“successful” marriage for 
daughter; father follows 
them to Hawaii to foil pro- 
posed match, engineer sub- 
stitute. 


Melodrama about revenge 
taken by Chinese woman, 
owner of gambling house 
protected by white com- 
missioners, on Englishman 
who had set her on way to 
present depths. 


Not much story, but performances 
are honest, straightforward. It is 
revealing for us to recall that when 
the deeds shown were going forth, 
those they ennoble were supposed to 
be our “enemies.” Interesting. 

M, Y 


Plot devised to frame familiar skits 
is awkward, contrived; still, dev- 
otees of these radio comedians will 
probably find it mildly diverting. 
M, Y 


Although almost a photograph of 
the famous stage performance, this 
is ably presented, witty throughout. 
Lively, sophisticated entertainment. 

M, Y 


Starts out as good spy melodrama, 
with mounting suspense against 
unique background, but ends up in 
familiar, contrived fashion. Viniya 


An obvious little tale along routine 
lines, but enlivened by goodly com- 
edy sequences. Simple, but good 
fun. M, Y 


Characterizations and story seem 
false throughout. Elaborate settings. 
The overwrought, sordid tale leaves 
an overpowering feeling of unpleas- 
antness. 


BEST CURRENT FILMS 


For Family: Babes on Broadway, Fantasia, The Great Commandment, The 
Great Dictator, Harmon of Michigan, Hay Foot, It Started With Eve, The 
Reluctant Dragon, Thanks a Million. 

For Mature Audience: All That Money Can Buy, Birth of the Blues, Blossoms 
in the Dust, Citizen Kane, Here Comes Mr. Jordan, Hold Back the Dawn, How 
Green Was My Valley, H. M. Pulham, Esq., Ku Kan, Ladies in Retirement, The 
Little Foxes, Major Barbara, Meet John Doe, The Men in Her Life, One Foot in 
Heaven, Remember the Day, Sergeant York, The Stars Look Down, Suspicion, 


he made the statement, “There is a 
very definite relationship between the 


Robert S. Romeis, 
Church, Fresno, Calif. 


pastor of First 


Sueeessful financial progress of the 
church and its benevolent giving.” He 
is a tither and tells of this joy at every 
Opportunity. Holy Trinity deems it a 
Pleasure to honor one of the fathers of 
the church. 

__ From his home two boys have en- 
tered the gospel ministry: the Rev. H. 
a7 Romeis, pastor of First Church, 
D Bernardino, Calif., and the Rev. 


CHANGES IN PASTORATES 


TueE following changes in the pastor- 
ates of the Central Pennsylvania Synod 
are reported in “The Central Observer,” 
published monthly by that synod: 

The Rev. Raymond F. Wieder, from 
First Church, Stewartsville, N. J., to 
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x | MARION 
4 COLLEGE 


A LUTHERAN 
COLLEGE FOR 
YOUNG WOMEN 


Accredited Junior 
College and last two 
years of High School 
in famous “blue 
grass” region of Vir- 

inia. Liberal Arts, 
re-library. Pre- 
ese - nursing, Pre- jour- 
nalism, Pre-Social work, Education, Business 
Education, Home Economics, Music, Speech. 
Happy home and social life in_atmosphere 
of Southern culture. 68th year. Rates $475.00 
to $520.00. Catalogue and view book.—H. J. 
Rhyne, .Pres., Box K, Marion, Va. 


*RGEISSLER.INC. 


450 SDTH AVE.NEAR [0 ™ ST NEW YORK 


{N CARVED WOOD AND 
MARBLE -BRASS - SILVER 
FABRICS + WINDOWS 


choir will present an inspiringly 
beautiful appearance for years to 
come, Styles for adult, intermediate 
and junior choirs, in many beautiful 
materials and colors. Write for FREE 
Choir Apparel Style Book C20, 
Budget Payment Plan 120, Pulpit 
Apparel Style Book CP70. 

Due to present conditions we suggest ordering now for tuture delivery. 


LENTEN READING 


DON’T MISS READING THESE 
INSPIRING BOOKS DURING 
THE LENTEN SEASON! 


Say Thou Art Mine 


By PAUL Y. LIVINGSTON, S.T.M., A.M. 


St. Andrew's Luth. Church, §. Ozone Park, N.Y. 

“Unusually fine . . . You will be thrilled with 
the Divine Spirit.’"” — Expositor and LHomiletic 
Review. 

Dr. Paul Scherer says, “has many fine illustra- 
tions for busy pastors.”” It is a vital book on 
Christianity. Introduction by Prof. D. J. Kline- 
dinst. $1.25. 


Glad Tidings to the Meek 


“The sincere testimony of a man’s faith in 
Jesus . . . an evangelistic call to the people."’-— 
Brooklyn Eagle. 75 cents. 


F. H. REVELL CO., 158 5th Ave., New York 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings—Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers—Communion Linens 
Embroideries—Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 


1837 Me‘heeetg cory 1942 
COX SONS & VINING, Inc. 


131 EAST 23a0 STREET, NEW YORK, WN. Y 
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Emanuel Charge, Pa., February 1. 

The Rev. W. Edward McHale, from 
the Annville Charge to St. John’s 
Church, Steelton, Pa., February 1. 

The Rev. Richard S. Shanebrook, 
from the Rossville Charge to the Muh- 
lenberg Charge, effective February 1. 

C. S. Simonton, D.D., from Messiah 


Church, Harrisburg, Fa., to St. Paul’s 
Church, York, Pa., February 10. 

C. P. Bastian, D.D., resigned the pas- 
torate of Trinity Church, Berlin, ef- 
fective March 1. 

The Rev. B. T. Gaver, from Zion 
Church, Lykens, Pa., to First Church, 
Columbia, Pa., April 15. 


The Common Service Book fo Select 


Next to the Bible, the Common Service Book should be the most 


For the 


used book in the family circle. To know its treasures richly re- 


quires its use in family and personal devotions. One of the better 
ng bindings is its due here. 

Ome _ For home use select Music Edition No. 591 or one of the leather 
bindings, No. 592, No. 593 or No. 594. Where an edition with words 
only is preferred, the Large Word Edition is suggested—one of the 
leather bindings—No. 522, No. 523, No. 524 or No. 525. 

A wide choice in gift bindings is offered in the Small Word, Large 


sidered. 


Word and Music Editions. In selecting the Common Service Book 
as a gift the particular use to which it is to be put should be con- 


—The newly confirmed and young people generally are best served 


by presenting them with one of the small word or large word 


leather bindings. 


Girls generally prefer the Small Word Edition as these can be 


carried conveniently in hand or handbag—No. 511, No. 512, No. 513 or No. 514. 
The Small Word India Paper Edition, No. 571, is a favorite on account of its light 
weight and small bulk. Boys are interested in these same Small Word Edition 
bindings or the Large Word Edition bindings—No. 522, No. 523 or No. 524. 


—For the Altar the best Music Edition bindings should be selected—No. 594— 
Black Leather, or No. 595—Red Leather; otherwise Large Word Edition No. 525— 


Black Leather, or No. 526 — Red Leather. 


Most satisfactory is the ALTAR 


SERVICE BOOK (information on request). 


—The Pastor has most use for one of the music or large word edition bindings. 
The nature of its use suggests one of the better bindings—Music Edition No. 594 


or Large Word Edition No. 525. 
For the 


ds ide 


No. 571. 


For the bride to carry a service book is coming to be quite the thing 
and a very good custom at that. 

Two bindings are available—one at an attractive price — No. 515 
and a Deluxe binding of the Small Word India Paper Edition— 


No. 511 Engadine Levant Leather, EDITIONS No. 514 Full Morocco, two volumes 


limp, round corners, red under gold 
$2.25 


with slip covers, limp, round cor- 


BROS vcrsceviscunteeatishcssanssctioreiueventenreantes Small ners, red under gold edges ....... $4.50 
No. 512 Pebbled Calf Leather, limp, No. 515 White Imitation Leather, gilt 
round corners, red under gold arr Word edges, Bride’s Edition wee. $2.50 
: : ® 
No. 513 Full Morocco, limp, round z : . j Ae 
. red unde ld edges....$3.50 No. 575 White Kid, moire silk lining, 
eaapesny ell Geile mul Pm gold roll and edges. Bride’s Edition, 
No. 571 Persian Morocco, semi-flex- India $12.00 
ible, round corners, red under gold bd 
edges. $3.75 No. 524 Persian Morocco, limp, round 
tebe Bia ee a3 . COMNEXS,, LOL TOM ictacecasenaiinee $3.75 
0. ac eater, (sap; (OUR No. 525 Persian Morocco, divinity cir- 
corners, red under gold edges....$2.50 Large cuit, leather lined, red under gold 
No. 523. American Morocco, limp, round Ps Fes ROR CR tena NE $6.00 
corners, red under gold edges....$3.00 Word a 
No. 590 MISSION EDITION. Dark No. 593 French Morocco, limp, round 
Green Cloth, plain edges, printed corners, red under gold edges....$5.00 
ONL {DAO HANS ricwicusacancreasecehtires $1.25 No. 594 Persian Morocco, semi-flexible, 
No. 591 Blue or Red Grained Fabri- Music round corners, gold roll, red under 


koid, plain CARCS ..ecccsssisscssscsessscsess $2.00 


No. 592 Morocco Grained (Keratol) 
Binding, limp, red under gold ary 


gold edges 
No. 595 RED Turkey Morocco, semi- 
flexible, gold roll, red under gold 
edges 
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Additional Lutheran | 


Chaplains 


Unoper date of February 2, 1942, News 
Letter, the official bulletin of the Sery- 
ice Commission of the National Lu- 
theran Council, announced the follow- 
ing appointments of Lutheran clergy- 
men to U. S. Chaplaincies: 

A. H. Abplanalp,* Virgil A. Cam- 
eron,* John M. Kleckner,* H. H. Land- 
deck, W. F. Martin,* Adolph S. Peter- 
sen, Otto R. Schawe, D. B. Werts,* D. 
Edward Wright,* Glenn S. Ekard,* 
Olaf C. Helland. 

The asterisk indicates membership in 
the U. L. C. A. 


MISS KATHERINE FAHS 

for thirty-two years a missionary in 
our Mission in India, died February 13 
at the National Lutheran Home for the 
Aged in Washington, D. C., where she 
had made her home since retirement 
several years ago. She was the first 
nurse to go to India from the Lutheran 
Church, and to her belongs the credit 
for the establishment of the first Train- 
ing School for Nurses there. An ap- 
preciation of her life will appear in a 
later issue of THE LUTHERAN. 


IN MEMORIAM 
John Oluf Evjen, A.M., Ph.D., D.Th. 


Whereas Carthage College has lost out of her 
eet a loyal administrator and a distinguished 
teacher, 

Be it resolved that the faculty express its 
hated to the wife, children, and sister of 
the late Dr. Evjen, with a deep appreciation 
of his devotion to his family. 


Be it resolved that we recall with grateful ~ 


memory Dr. Evjen’s broad learning which made 
it possible for him to make a unique contri- 
bution to the intellectual fellowship of any 
gathering, and which manifested itself in a 
lifelong service to the liberal arts college and 
the Church. 

Be it resolved that we remember Dean 
Evjen’s unfailing devotion to duty, and his de- 
sire to share with students the riches of his 
scholarship. 

THE FacuLty OF CARTHAGE COLLEGE 


OBITUARY 
GEORGE BOHRER 


was born in Minfeld, Rheinpfalz, Germany, 
June 8, 1861; the son of Henry and Margaret 
Bohrer. When twenty years of age he came to 
America and settled in Dutchess County, New 
York. He engaged in agriculture, and later be- 
came a successful grower of violets, retiring 
from business in 1926. 

December 29, 1885, he married Margaret 
Eppelmann of Poughkeepsie. This marriage was 
blessed with three sons and three daughters. A 
son, Valentine, died in boyhood, and a daughter, 
Mrs. Edward L. Hunt, died in 1926. Mr. and 
Mrs. Bohrer lived happily together for Set 
five years, celebrating their golden wedding 
1935. June 23, 1940, she preceded her husband 
in death. 

Always a staunch and loyal churchman, the 
deceased was for sixty years a devoted member 
of the German Lutheran Church of Pough- 
keepsie. A member of its Board of Trustees for 
forty-five years, he served for forty-two years 
as the secretary of the congregation. Retiring 
from this office in 1936 he was elected an hon- 
orary life member of the church council. Inter- 
ested also in the larger work of the Church, he 
served as treasurer of the old Albany Confer- 
ence of the New York Ministerium for eighteen 
years. He was several times a delegate to con- 
ventions of the General Council and to the 
United Lutheran Church. After the merger of 
three synods of the “Empire State,’’ he became 
the first treasurer of the Eastern Conference of 
the United Lutheran Synod of New York. 


| 


ebruary 25, 1942 


SA at sufferer, a believing Christian, he 
: the summons of his Lord and fell 
peacefully asleep in Jesus January 26, 1942, at 
the home of a daughter in Poughkeepsie. He 
was eighty eee of age. Funeral services were 
ndu anuary 29 by his pastor, the Rev. 
H. Frenssen, at e German Lutheran 
sh § son-in-law, the Rev. Herman F. 
Vesper of Canajoharie, held a prayer service at 
the home before the church service, and a son, 
he Rev. Bernhard Bohrer, spoke at the com- 
mittal service in the Poughkeepsie Rural Ceme- 
e following children survive him: George 
Bohrer, Jr., Pleasant Valley, N. Y.; Mrs. Herman 
Vesper of Canajoharie, N. Y.; Mrs. Peter Jama, 
ughkeepsie, N. Y.; and the Rev. Bernhard 
r, Karmingdale, L. I.; also four grand- 
children, two greatgrandchildren, an adopted 
niece, Mrs. George Mingle of Philadelphia, Pa.; 
and a brother, Henry, in Germany. Hik, WV. 


y A VETERAN PASTOR PASSES 
j The Rev. Adam C, Sumons 


as to the seniority of his ordination, eleventh 
on the clerical list of the Ministerium of Penn- 
ey of which synod he was a member since 
1911, passed to his eternal reward February 6, 
at his home in Philadelphia, Pa., after fifty-one 
years of active service in the gospel ministry. 

' Pastor Sumons was born in New Brighton, 
Pa., September 12, 1862. He was graduated 
from iel College in 1885 and three years 
later from the Philadelphia Seminary. The 
Same year he was ordained to the gospel min- 
istry by the Pittsburgh Synod. He served the 
Midville Parish in Lunenburg, Nova Scotia, 
from 1888 to 1896; Women’s Memorial Church, 
Salt Lake City, Utah, from 1896 to 1900; Trinity, 
oe ee Ohio, from 1901 to 1908; St. Peter’s, 
No: ast, Pa., from 1908 to 1910. From 1910 
to 1939 he was the active pastor of Mediator 
Church, Philadelphia. From that time until his 
death occurred he was pastor emeritus of the 
congregation. 

His immediate survivors are his widow, Dora 
Glass Sumons, whom he married in 1908; three 
sisters and one brother. 

Funeral services were conducted in the 
Church of the Mediator, Philadelphia, Sunday 
night, February 8, by Dr. E. P. Pfatteicher, 
eee et of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania. 
The body was sent_to Bridgeport, Ohio, where 
services were held Tuesday afternoon, February 
10, in Trinity Lutheran Church, one of Pastor 
Sumon’s former charges. The services were 
eonducted by the Rev. Chester Bird, pastor of 
Trinity, and the Rev. E. O. Graham, a former 
pastor. Interment took place in Mt. Zion Lu- 
theran Cemetery, Wheeling, West Virginia. 

In our brief estimate of the life and work of 
this veteran of the Church we must say he was 
a faithful servant, a tireless worker, a worthy 

attern, a loyal Lutheran and a true man of 

od. His years in the ministry gave him the 
opportunity to lead two of his congregations 
in their new building eas Trinity, Bridge- 

rt, Ohio, and Mediator, Philadelphia, Pa. Ap- 

roaching his eightieth year another veteran 
pastor passes. William H. C. Lauer. 


The Rev. Robert Melanchthon Zimmerman 


retired pastor of the Pittsburgh Synod, was 
born near Leechburg, Pa., December 3, 1854, 
the son of the Rev. Jacob and Sarah Jane Zim- 
Merman. Pastor Z erman was ordained to 
the gospel ministry by the Pittsburgh Synod 
June 30, 1879, at First Lutheran Church, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. During his years in the active min- 
istry he served the following parishes: St. 
John’s, Saltsburg; St. Paul’s, Philadelphia; Holy 
Trinity, Jeannette; Harrison City; and St. 
Andrew’s, New York. g his ministry at 
Saltsburg and Jeannette he built a church for 
each congregation, working with the men of 
the congregations in making the brick on the 


premises. 

In 1879 he was married to Mary G. Griffith. 
To this union five children were born. Mrs. 
Marion Bennett and Herbert L. Zimmerman of 
Jeannette; Mrs. Helen Zanarine, Pittsburgh, 
Pa.; and Mrs. Julia Wright of New Bergen, 
N. J. Edgar Krauth Zimmerman preceded his 
father in death in 1929; and Mrs. Zimmerman 
in 1924. One sister, Mrs. Rebecca Anderson of 
Pecoure, Pa., survives him. 

Pastor Zimmerman was a member of the 
Spanish-American War Veterans. Later he was 
General cashier of customs under Major- 


Leonard Wood at Santiago de Cuba, 
can Occupation. 

_ He was a man of unusual oratorical abilities. 

possessed deep patriotic feelings and a strong 

24 to his native land, to which he gave 

enerously. Although the infirmities 

age slackened his physical activities, the 

fire of his strong personality continued to 

n brightly until the very end of his earthly 

Death came to release him from the bur- 

of the flesh January 31, 1942, at his home 

the hill in Jeannette, a place he had lon 

d. Pastor Zimmerman died at the ripe ol 

87 years, one month, 28 days. 

vice was held at Leechburg, and was in 

of the president of the Pittsbur, oh 

. H. Reed Shepfer, assisted by G. E. 

D.D., of Hebron Lutheran Church, 

. W. F. Pfeifer, pastor 
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Practical Plan and a Definite Purpose 
FIRST: Copies of THE LUTHERAN are distributed each Sunday 


for six months. 


SECOND: A canvass of the members for individual subscriptions 


will follow. 


This plan is now in effect in Grace Lutheran Church, Rev. Frederick M. Hanes, 


Pastor, Elkhart, Indiana. 


The Sunday school, in charge of all educational programs, has ordered fifty 
copies of THE LUTHERAN for six months, after which a complete canvass of 
the members will be made for subscriptions. The pastor writes that “the people 


must be educated to the value of the paper before subscriptions are solicited.” 


The Ladies’ Aid Society 


Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 


Rev. C. A. Hackenberg, Pastor 
Toledo, Ohio. 


has made a successful canvass of the congregation for subscriptions. The report 
shows 32 NEW subscriptions for one year. For this service the society received 
$22.40 in cash commission and a year’s FREE subscription for the pastor. 

The Society writes: “We thank you kindly for the opportunity not only of 
aiding our treasury, but for the privilege of rendering such an educational and 
spiritual benefit to the families THE LUTHERAN will now contact.” 


Subscription Campaign Continues During Lent 


Churches not able to make a canvass for subscriptions during Church Paper 
Month are doing so during Lent. Here are some that have signed up: 


CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA SYNOD 


Windber 
First, Ralph I. Shockey 


Marysville i 
Zion, Raymond E. Fisher 


MINISTERIUM OF PENNSYLVANIA 


Elizabethtown 
Christ, Frank Croman 


Kingston : 
Holy Trinity, David A. Menges 


Robesonia ; 
St. Daniel, Elmer L. Leisey 


Schoeneck, Mellingers, 
H. F. Minnich 


Wernersville 
Trinity, Clarence R. Schaffer 


Trenton, N. J. 
Our Savior, G. Luther Weibel 


NEBRASKA SYNOD 


Omaha 
Grace, H. J. Goede 


SYNOD OF NEW YORK 


Brooklyn 
St. James, Harry Pfunke 


Newburgh 
Christ, Ernest C. French 


Pittsfield, Mass. 
Zion, Henry B. Dickert 


NORTH CAROLINA SYNOD 


Charlotte 
St. Mark, John F. Crigler 


NORTHWEST SYNOD 


St. Paul, Minn. 
Holy Trinity, W. P. Gerberding 


SYNOD OF OHIO 


Acme 
Jerusalem, Carl M. Kessler 


SOUTH CAROLINA SYNOD 


Charleston 
St. Matthew, W. C. Davis, D.D. 


of the First Lutheran Church of Leechburg. 
Interment was made in- Pleasant Hill Ceme- 
tery, near Leechburg, February 2. 
H. R. Shepfer. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Abplanalp, A. H., from 823 Broadway, Logans- 

ort, Ind., to uartermasters Replacement 
aining Center, Camp Lee, Va. 

Cooper, S., from 57 Griffith St., Welland, 
Ontario, Can., to R. R. 1, Maple, Ontario, Can. 

Foellner, Arthur, from 16th and Jefferson Sts., 
Philadelphia, Pa., to 256 Ohio St., Reynolds- 
ville, Pa. 

mes G., from San Haven, N. D., to Dresden, 


Hackenberg, D.D., Charles A., from 417 N. Mad 
River St., Bellefontaine, Ohio, to 1825 Glen- 
dale Ave., Toledo, Ohio. 

Kirsch, D.D., Paul A., from 2407 Eastchester 
Road, New York, N. Y., to 30 Durland Road, 
Lynbrook, N. Y. 

Kirsch, Paul J., from 30 Durland Road, New 


York, N. Y., to 2407 Eastchester Road, New 
York, N. Y. 


Kline, Thomas B., from 276 Wildwood Ave., 
“So hy Ohio, to 54 N. Prospect St., Akron, 
io. 


Meyer, Ernest A., from 8512 135th Ave., Ozone 
a N. Y., to 8512 101st Ave., Ozone Park, 


Olson, Russell, from Temperance, Mich., to 3623 
Jackman Road, Toledo, Ohio. 

Ott, DD. J. W., from 108 Roessner Ave., 
a papal Md., to 515 Huger St., Charleston, 


Ressler, T. H., from 19 Kennedy Ave., Rock- 
ville Centre, L. I., N. Y., to 3622 172d St., 
Flushing, L. I., N. Y. 

Satre, W. Carl, from 1500 N. Mason Ave., Chi- 
cago, Ill., to 1319 Rollins Road, Toledo, Ohio. 

Sox, D. A., from R. F. D. 3, Box 468, Charles- 
er, S. C., to 25 12th St., Navy Yard, Chicora, 


Ay, 5 
Tambert, Carl V., from 715 S. Third St., Clinton, 
Iowa, to 1024 Laurel Ave., St. Paul, Minn. 
Watson, H. B., from R. F. D. 2, Prosperity, 
5. ©), to Chapin, S. C. 
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Appropriate Gijts 
for the Confirmed 


SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS, PASTORS, RELATIVES, FRIENDS— 
are you looking for the right gift for that fine young man or young woman who 


is about to take his or her Confirmation Vows this spring? You will want 


something especially fitting as a remembrance of such a solemn occasion. Here 
are’a few suggestions. 


° BIBLES—King James’ Version, Revised Version, Modern Translations—name printed in gold on cover— 
real or imitation leather covers—illustrated—with maps, etc. 


COMMON SERVICE BOOKS—For Girls: Small Word Edition No. 511, No. 512, No. 513, No. 514; Small 
Word India Paper Edition, No. 571, also a favorite—For Boys: Small Word Edition or Large Word 
Edition bindings No. 522, No. 523, No. 524. 


NOVELTIES—Crosses, Bible Lockets, Luther League Emblem Rings, Pins, Buttons, Pictures, Plaques. 


BOOKS—Books on prayers, church history, Luther, missions, historical novels, inspirational and devotional — 
books, ete. 


For a more detailed. listing see a copy of our “Gifts of Enduring Value” Catalog No. 76. This is in the hands i ; 
of all pastors as well as many lay people. It will be sent to others on request. : 


CONFIRMATION GIFT BOOKLETS \ 


With Certificate 


YOUR FIRST YEAR. By W. Robert Miller. CONFIRMATION CANDLES. By Paul J. Hoh. P 
A practical confirmation gift booklet written in Helpful counsel and suggestion on what needs to- ’ 


vivid pictorial style with an abundance of applica- 
tions designed to help the young Christian on with 
the business of being an asset to the church and to 
himself. 


Made up with special cover with full color 
front cover design. 


Price, 30 cents a copy; $3.00 a dozen. 


be done or avoided if the confirmation experience © 
is to serve its purpose. Booklet also includes a ~ 
certificate, pages for Confirmation verse, hymn, | 
names of class, etc. 


Attractively Bound in White Art Paper Cover. i 
With Envelope. 


Price, 25 cents a copy; $2.40 a dozen. 


UPON THIS ROCK. By C. P. Wiles, D.D. Talks with young Christians upon such subjects as should be brought before 
the minds of young people about to be confirmed. 


Price, Envelope Edition—25 cents each; $2.40 a dozen; Book Edition—35 cents each; $3.25 a dozen. 


AT THE ALTAR AND AFTER. By Dr. Ezra K. Bell. A booklet of helpful words to church members whether they be 
newly confirmed or of some years’ standing’ 


Price, Envelope Edition—25 cents each; $2.40 a dozen; Book Edition—35 cents each; $3.25 a dozen. 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE 


Thirteenth and Spruce Streets - - - - » - Philadelphia 


